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1 it "Wy your MAJESTY. 


fas 525 5 S it has fared, with ſores 
old Works and Monu- 
ments that are left a- 

[ 2 mongſt us, which Mok 
=. far — their own Hiſtories, 
7 „that we are at a loſs both whence 
they were, and what they were 
for ; and it is come to be a Diſpute, 
whether they were for Forts or 
Sports, for Tombs or Temples; lo 
has it done with the Subject of my 

A Enquiry; 


1 DEDICATION. 


Enquiry, -whichthro' variety of treat- 
ment, by. Uſe and Abuſe, is indeed 
providentially left ſtanding in our 
Conſtitution, but ſo darkly, that we 
are at a loſs what even its preſent 
Eſtabliſhment intends it for; and 
much more,ſo, what it was before, 
or whence it geſcended. 

I have endeavoured to ſet this un- 
certain Office in a ſomewhat more 
clear and regular Light, than it has 
hitherto ſtood in wich us; and brings | 
ing together ſuch ſcattered Accounts 

of it, or what has happened to it, 
as I met with in ſeveral Authors, 
have ſo well as my Collection would 
do it, carried ſtep by ſtep, thro the 
ſeveral Reigns, the Form of it, and , 

its Changes back to the Reformation, 

beyond which ics Modern Period 
my Authors looſing and leaving ir, 
I am forced to do ſo to; but tho 
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I could. rot follow the Rivet, yet; 
looking farther back L found che 
Fountain and Stream above, run 
ning down with ſo full and direct 
Points towards it, that the Deriva- 
tion ſeemed unqueſtionable; and 
having found Evidence enough to 
convince me, that it is by Oviginal of 
no leſs Dignity and Antiquity. than a 
genuine Piece of Chriſtian Publick 
Worſhip, Primitively and Apoſto- 
lickly ſuch, and contains the Monu- 
mental Footſteps both of its Matter, 
and Form of ID this 
has inſpir d me with the Preſumption 
of 18 the broken and imperfect 
traces of the venerable 1 " 
your Majeſty's Feet, and making 
| a Preſent to you under the View w_ a 
Relick, not of the barely commemo- 
rative, but inſtructive Kind; and as 
ſuch needing no Recommendation to 
SY the 


TEE 
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the acceptance of à Chriſtian King, 


or any of the Religious Crepundia, 


or entertained with their devout De- 


Acceptability with your Majeſty, * 
that the Argument is not foreign 


in its proſecution ſuch wherein the 


the juſt Eſteem, of one Eminent for 
diſtinguiſhable Regards to what is 
truly Chriſtian, and more worthy 


than the uſeleſs Bones of a Saint, 


which out of his Spiritual Toyſhop 
their Holy Father, with Superſtici- 
ous Magnificence, and cheap Muni⸗ 
ficence , preſents to his Imperial | 
Sons, as Rarities fit to enrich their 
Cabinets, be hung about their Necks, - 
olculations. „ 

Let it contribute to the Propriety - 
of the humble Oblation, and its 


to Royal Character and Office; and 


Intereſts of your Government are 
by happy relation concerned; this 
5 being 


N 
1 
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being the reſult of my Diſcoveries, 
and the Concluſion of the whole Matter, 
that the Publick Worſhip in Chriſtian 


Aſſemblies was by Divine Preſcrip- 


tion originally founded in Loyalty, 
as to its Matter; in Liturgy, as to 


its Form of Adminiſtration; to ſecure 
Dutifulneſs to Sovereigns by ſolemn- 


ly giving Prayer for them in Charge, 


and then making the Execution of 
That Charge the leading Article of 
Addreſs to ” God in publick Aſſem- 
blies; and to prevent illiturgick 
© Forrns of Divine Service, and the 
| Devotions of Chriſtian Congregations 
being looſely committed to arbitrary 
Direction, extemporary and crude 
Effuſion, are the Doctrines, with the 


inculcation of which your Canon re- 


commend«s it ſelf to your Majeſty, as 


charged in the State of its original 


| Jaftiution and that by its de ſirable 


Influences 


i DEDICATION. 


33 to theſe Purpoſes, the 


Minds of your People may be the 
better diſpoſed to anſwer the pious 


Cares of your happy Adminiſtration, 
by Civil Loyalty, and Religious 


Unanimity, is the End of my re- 


viving the Knowledge of it, and 


cheriſhing Wiſhes of its being reſto- 


red to its Primitive Face and Uſe. 


Add to this, that beſides its title 
to your Patronage in common with 


its fellow Canons, and moſt other 
Parts of the Conſtitution, over which 


your Majeſty as Head preſides, and 
by Inclination no leſs than Obligati- 
on, inviolably protect; that the 


55th Canon has a particular Claim 


of its own to your more eſpecial 
Regard, from its preſent Modern 
Eſtabliſhment, as it is the Nations 
Truſtee to enliven the Laws that 
inveſt your Majeſty with er 
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DEDICATION. vii 


cal-Supremacy, and the proviſion for 


propagation and preſervation of that 


valuable Right of your'Crown, and 
tender part of your Regal Character, 
by acknowledgment in the Clergy, 
and inculcation on the Laity; this 


made the modelling and enjoining 


its uſe ſo much the particular and 
immediate Care of our Princes at 
and after the Reformation, and fall 
ſo early as it did under your Ma- 
jeſty's Eye ; this gives it a Right 
of recourſe and flying to your Ma- 


jeſty with whatever is advanced con- 


cerning its Nature, or affects its 
Practice; and makes it a Subject ſo 


ſacredly yours, as to throw the De- 


dications of what is attempted upon 

it, on your Majeſty, as regular Acts 

of Duty.” © 5 

Buy the careful diſcharge of which 

by all your Subjects, that your Ma- 
jeſty 


wii DEDICATION. | 
jeſty may Jong and happily Reign 


in the full Enjoyment of this and 9 
all the Legal Rights of the Crown, 
is the Prayer of your Majeſtys zea- 
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Treated up 


ry; c. | and Ag reed upon 
with the Kings Majeſty's Li. 
cence, in their Hnod, Anno 
Domini 1603, Oc. 
INTI TuLE B, 
The Form of Prayer to be uſed by all 


Preachers before their Sermons: 


Pu 


fore all Sermons, 1e- 
AY  Ctures and Homilies, the 
EPreachers and Miniſters 
MERE ſhall move the People to 
SA join With them in Prayer, 
in this Form, or to this 
"POP" Effect, as briefly as con- 
veniently they may. | 8 
. B 7 E 
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E Shall Pray for Chriſt's Holy 
Catholic Church, that is, for the 
hole Congregation of Chriſtian People di- 
ſperſed throughout the. whale World, and 
eſpecially for the Churches of England, 
Scotland, France and Ireland, and berein 
I require you, moſt eſpecially, to pray for the 
King's moſt excellent Majeſty, our Sove- 
raign Lord James, King of England, 
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Scotland and Ireland, Defender of the 


Faith, and Supreme Governour in theſe his 


Realms, and all other his Dominions and 


Countries ; over all Perſons, in all Cauſes 
as well Eccleſiaſtical as Temporal. Te 
ſhall alſo pray for our Gracious Queen 
Anne, the noble Prince Henry, and the 


reſt of the King s and Queen's Royal Iſſue. .. | 


Ye ſhall alſÞ pray for the Miniſters of 


God's Holy Word and Sacraments, as well 


Archbiſhops and Biſhops, as other Paſtors 
and Curates, Ye ſhall alſo pray for'the 


King's moſt hononrable Privy Council, and 


for all the Nobility ana Magiſtrates of 'this 


*. 
ERR 
1 

EI 

7 

of > 

95 * 

> : 1 
E * 

7 * 

* 

72 1 


8 — hn IS RE SS be Wr 


| (33) 
Realm, that all and every of theſe in their 
* ſeveral Callings, may ſerve truly and pain- 
full) to the Glory of God, and the Edifying 
and well Governing of his People, remem- 
bring the Account that they muſt make: 
* Alſo ye ſhall pray for the whale Commons of 
this Realm ; that they may live in the trus 
Faith and Fear of God, in bumble Obedis 
ence to the Rin 25 and brotherly Charity one 
to anotber, Finally, let us praiſe God for 
all thoſe which are departed out of this 
Life in the Faith of Chriſt, and pray 
unto God, that we may have Grace to 
dirett our Lives after their good Exam- 
ple, that this Life ended, we may be made 
partakers with them of the Glorious Reſur- 
rection in the Life everlaſting, always eon. 
duding with the Lords Prayer; 


19 The Latin Inſcription of it, is, Precati- 
's | onis formula q Conc ionatoribus in Concionum 
* ſuarum ingreſſu imitanda. 

3 Which I think fit to mention for the 
id. 1 fake of the word (Imitanda) which im- 
bis ports at lealt a verbal latitude and liber- 


(4) 


ty of Variation, tho? not of Inlargement. 
For that the words, as briefly as conveni- 
ently they may, ſtand againſt: it is from 
the Date above-mention'd, the firſt of King 
James the Firſt, Anno 1603, that the Ca- 
non ſtands now eſtabliſh*d and enforc'd ; 
nothing publickly, I mean in a Convoca- 
tional way, has been done to it ſince, to 
determine its Nature or Practice. 

His preſeat Majeſty King George, ſome- 
time ago, by Virtue of his Royal Supre- 
macy, publiſh'd a Declaration, directing 
and requiring the Arch · biſhop to ſee to a 
more exact and regular compliance, with 
its Particulars, by the Clergy in their 
Practice; to call eſpecially to a more ſtrict 
and punctual Obſervance of that Efſextial 
Part in it, the Clauſe whereby his Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Supremacy is acknowledged, by 
uſing the formal words expreſs'd in the 
Canon. Si 

And Archbiſhop Tillotſon, in his Letter 
to the Biſhops of his Province 1695. takes 
upon him to conſtrue, and calls it a Pray- 
er, and inſiſts on compliance with it, be- 
ing required from the Clergy as a Form 
of Prayer. It ſeems very fit, that you 
require your Clergy, in their Prayer 
before Sermon, to keep to the Effect 
* of the 55th Canon, it being commonly 
reported 


(5? 
reported, that it is the manner of ſome, 
© in every Dioceſe, either to uſe only the 
Lord's Prayer, Which the Canon pre- 
© ſcribes as the concluſion of the Prayer, 
(not the whole Prayer) or ar leaſt to 
© leave out the King's Titles, and to for- 
* bear praying for the Biſhops as ſuch. 

In the Convocation 1640, an Attempt 
was made, which might have determined 
it's Practice, and have reduced it to a Pre- 
catory Senſe, and turned it to a ſimple 
and direct Prayer. And a Prayer was, it 
ſeems, accordingly framed of the Mate- 
rials of it, to have been uſed by all Mi- 
niſters. (Dr. Wetenhall of the Gift of 
Prayer, Chap. 4.) In the Convocation 
© held in 1640, it was propoſed, that a 
* ſhort Form of Prayer ſhould be drawn 
© up, comprizing the Materials ſpecified 
in the Canon, which every Miniſter 
ſhould uſe before his Sermon, and tho? 
ſuch a Form was propoſed, and there 
was great Confidence that it would 
ha ve been univerſally received, yet the 
excellent Archbiſhop, Preſident of the 
Convocation, put a ſtop thereto in all 
likelihood, conceiving it fitter to leave 
Preachers tacitly to their on diſcretion 
in this behalf, than to make a new Ca- 
nan, contrary to the uſe of former Kings 
and Queens Injunctions. 

B 3 Heylin's 
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Heylin's Life of Archbiſhop Laud.] Ma- 
* ny had took Exception againſt the tying 


* up of Preachers to the Form of Prayer 
* appointed to be uſed before their. Ser- 
© mons, Canon 55, for whoſe Relief 
© therein a ſhort Prayer was draw, con- 


* raining all the Heads of that in the 


© Canon, and being fo drawn up, it was to 


+ have been tende d by the Hands of one 
ol the Clergy, who would have underta- 


© ken, that it ſhould be univerſally received 


© by all thoſe which diſlike the other; 
but the Archbiſhop choſe rather to ad- 


here to the Canon, than to venture on 
* any new Experiment; that Canon be- 
ing founded on the Injunctions of Queen 


* Elizabeth, and King Edward the VIth, 
at the firſt Reformation, and ſo the Pro- 


poſition fell. 


Author of Biſhop Hacket*s Life) ſays, I: 
was carry a: for a Form in this Convocation, _ 
but Archbiſhop Laud, the Preſident of the 

Convocation, put ai ſtop to this Deſign. 


Let me obſerve, that the Deſign of that 


Convocation to have made an abſolute 


Prayer of it, furniſhes an Argument a- 
gainſt its being one before or now; and 


| the Judgment and Reſolution of thoſe 
who propoſed that Alteration, and Deter- 


mination 


ho + 


(7) 


mination of it then, eſpecially conſidering 
the Times in favour of its uſe. that way, 
as more convenient, is balanced by the 
Authority of the Archbiſhop, and thoſe 
who prevented it; that the reaſon why 
Archbiſhop Laud put a ſtop to the Inno- 
vation of the Canon then offered at, was, 
becauſe he conceived it fitter for Preachers 
to be left to their own Diſcretion in this behalf. 
It is not agreeable to that Prelaze's Cha- 
racter at all; i unleſs. by, being left to their 
own Diſcretion, we underſtand their being 
under no Obligation by the Canons doubts 
ful Conſtitution and Nature, to execute 
it as a Prayer; for if we underſtand by 
it Miniſters being left at liberty to make 
what kind of Prayer they pleaſed, then, 
if one may gueſs at his Reaſon, it is more 
likely it was becauſe he woald not haue 
Preachers left to their om Miſcretion, nor 
indulge the known Grievance of thoſe 
Times, by a Patronage, of the Licentiouſ- 
neſs of that pretended Gift of Prayer, 
which wanted to be at liberty from tbe 


Canon, to which it complained of being 


tied up. Nor am I ſenſible what Relief it 
would have been (as Heylin words it) to 
thoſe who complained of Confinement to 
the Canon as a Prayer, to have conſined 
them to another Prayer made of the _ | 
| B 4 | 0 
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of it; which was but ſtill altering their 
Confinement, and not helping them as to 
the Point of Freedom from it; and what 
they wanted ſeems to have been a Free- 
dom from the Obligation of the Canon to 
make no Prayer, which was what the 
Archbiſhop was againſt, and preſerv'd the 
Canon, not becauſe favourable to the Ex- 
erciſe of free Prayer, but becauſe it letc 
them not free to make any Prayer at all, 
but to bid it only; but Dr. Wetenhall ſeems 
to conſtrue what the Archbiſhop did by 
his own Inclination, as alſo Dr. Plume, 
who writes Biſhop Hacke?'s Life, who de- 
clares for the PraQtice of the Canon by 4 
free Prayer, deſign'd to bind only for a 
while young Men ordained amongſt us, and 
that not as a Form, but as a Directory 
only, till they were grown able to pray 
alone, and would not have it intended to 
oblige even ſo far confirmed and well gift- 
ed Paſtors. Nay, he ſpeaks not only for 
himſelf, but for Biſhop Hacket too, whom 
he makes to ſay, No Sectary had Cauſe 
ta complain of our Liturgy, becauſe the 
+ Miniſter. of the Pariſh is permitted to 
* 'cqmpoſe a Prayer of his on before Ser- 
mon'. The neglect of the Common Prayer 
by ſome Miniſters, and cutting it ſhort to 
make more room for the Exerciſe of their 
EE W 1 T8 private 
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(9) 
private Gifts of Praying, under the Um- 
brage of this before eſtabliſh'd Canon, and 
ſome omitting thoſe words in it, (Sapreme 
Governour) by which the Royal Suprema- 
cy is acknowledg'd, were the Cauſes of 
the Canons being eſtabliſh'd in the firſt 
of King James the Firlt ; when two new 
Canons were alſo added, viz. the Firſt 
and the Second; the one to maintain the 
Royal Supremacy, the other to puniſh the 
Impugners of it; (Alliance of. Divin. Off.) 
some over forward to abuſe this Liberty 
viz, of not keeping to the preciſe words 
* of the Form) minding, the Intereſt of 
© their own Principles, took the boldneſs 
* to omit the main, who could be content 
© to pray for James, King of England, 
France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, 
© but as for Supreme Governour in all 
© Cauſes, and over all Perſons, as well 
* Eccleſiaſtical as Civil, they poſted that 
* over in ſilence, as that every King hath 
© it, Who thereupon reinforced the Form 
by the Canon above ſpecifyed. 

The Deſign was no more at firſt than 
only to have called to a more ſtrict obſer- 


vance of the Canon, as before cſtabliſh'd, 


and to have redreſs'd the afore-mention- 
ed Irregularities, (Conference at Hampton 
Court) and not to have eſtabliſh'd the 

NR Form 
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Form as de Novo, but upon the diſcovery 


of a flaw in it, and the other Canons for- 
mer Ratification, Anno 1597. a new Con- 
firmation, as well of it, as of all the ret, 
which were equally concerned in that 


flaw, was thought to be neceſſary ; for 


the formal words it ſeems / her Heirs 


and Succeſſors) were left out in the Royal 


Ratification by Queen E/:zabeth in 1597, 
through which Defe&, the Authority of 
the whole Body of Canons was judg'd on- 
ly commenſurate to the Queen's Lite, be- 


cauſe of that omiſſion. (Ham. L'Eſtrange 


All. of Div. off. Chap. 1.) As concerning 


* thoſe Canons of 1597, the formal words, 


© (her Heirs and Succeſſors) being omitted in 


A 


thoſe Ratifications, they were ſuppoſed 
only obligatory during her Reign, and 
that they, together with her ſelf, breathed 
their Jaſt?. Whereupon King James, &c. 


a a a 


did / for himſelf, his Heirs, and Lanful 


Succeſſors) the words before wanting now 
put in, confirm them with his Royal Aſſent, 
more fully and laſtingly ; the Writer there- 
fore of Biſhop Hacket's Lite, who makes 
this Canon firſt drawn up, and put in the 
Form it now ſtands in, by Dr. Ravis and 
Dr. Fletcher, Archbiſhop Whitgift's Chap- 
lains, and would have them its Original 
Compilers, is quite miſtaken, ſince it was 

. | not 
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(11) 
not only the ſame in Subftance and Mate- 
rials, (for that we ſhall ſee it was long 
enough before) bur the very ſame alſo in 
Word, Form and Quality, before it came 
to thoſe worthy Perſon's Hands or Turn 
to Model it. For it was firft ſeitled a 
Canon, as it is now, under Archbiſhop 
Parker, ( Wetenhall, Chap. 4. p. 434.) 
Queen Elizabeth's Form exattly agrees with 
our preſent Theſe Things were only rein- 
forc'd under Ring Jane... 
is very ſurprizing. what the above- 
named Author, the Writer of Biſhop 
Hacket*s Life, adds, as from Biſhop Hlactet's 
Mouth, that after the aforeſaid Doctors 
Fletcher and Ravis had draw it up, and 
it was become a Canon of their eo | 
ſing, They never uſed it themſelves, but always. 
private different Forms of their omn, and fo 
were its firſt: breakers, as well as compi- 
lers. Mr. L*Eftrazee All. of Div. off, Chap. 
6. p. 173.) takes notice indeed of YVariate- 
ations, more op leſs, as occaſion is adminiſter d, 
not only from the preciſe Words, bat Contents 
of the Form; but then he accounts for” it in 
Parker, Sandys, Gardiner and Latimer, by 
inferring, That the Injunttions' (of it) both 
of Edward the Vith. and Queen Elizabeth, 
being framed before any reformed Liturgy mas 
by Law eſtabliſbed, did not bind Preachers ſo 
, | fſtricti/ 


(12) 

frriftly to the preciſe words of that Form, when 
Service was render'd in Engliſh, as when in 
Latin; for it is not preſumable, that thoſe 
eminent Men would have aſſumed ſuch 4 liberty, 
to vary the Expreſſion, and enlarge in rer 
other Matters, had not they underſtood the 
Churel's Diſpenſation therein, 

I do not, I muſt own, very well under- 
ſtand Mr. LEffrange's Excuſe, for the Va- 
riations from the Form obſerved in theſe 
great Men named, nor how he infers from 
their deviating, as they did, from the 
Form, as a Royal InjunQion, before any 
Liturgy was eſtabliſh'd, That Preachers 
were leſs tied to the preciſe words of that Form, 
when the Service was render'd in Engliſh, 
than wen in Latin; but I ſuppoſe his 
meaning is to this purpoſe, that when the 
Latin and Maſs Service was aboliſh'd, and 
an Engliſh not yet ſettled, in the interim 
between the two, it was more allowable 
for Miniſters to help out, and: ſupply the 
Defect, in the mean time, by ſome En- 
lacgements in this Office left ſtanding ; 
than either while the Latin Service was 
kept up, or after the Exgliſb was autho- 
rized or ſet up. But be their Excuſe what 
it will, it cannot be urged in behalf of 
Ravis and Fletcher, who not only varied 
from the Form, but zever, it ſeems, ſed 


(13) 
it at all, without any ſuch either reaſon, or 
preſumption of the Church's Diſpenſation 
to ſupport their Practice. Nor does Mr. L 
Eſftrange's Excuſe, by right of departure from 
the Preſcription of the Royal Injunctions, 
ſeem very well to agree with the End of 
thoſe Injunctions of the Form. The Pre- 
face of that of King Edward's, being, The 
Order of bidding the Beads to be generally per- 
formed in this uniform ſors ; where unifor- 
mity ſeems a main end of the Form's be- 
ing preſcrib'd, and to prevent variety, by 
tying Men down to the ſame Expreffions, 
unleſs we refer it to the Matter and 
Order of Parts only, and not to the Words 
alſo injoin'd. 

As it was a defect in the Form of the 
Royal Ratification in 1597. to which we 
owe the new Eſtabliſhment in 1603, fo 
the want of the Royal Ratification before, 
4 in the Year 1571, when this, with the 
bother Canons, were drawn up, agreed, 
and concluded upon by the Convocation 
under Archbiſhop Parker, was the reaſon, 
it ſeems, of what was done to them by 
; the Convocation in 1597, which was 
4 only a re-confirmation, and to have the 
| Royal Ratification before wanting added 
to them; the want of which Ratification 
1571, Was occaſion'd induſtriouſly * 
t 


614) 


the Means of ſome Great Miniſter of 


State, who favouring the Puritanick Facti- 
on, when they could not ftop the Convoca- 
tion from acting as they did, yet ſo order'd 


the Matter by their Artifice and Intereſt, 
that their Acts ſhould become inſignifi- 
cant, by being put bye the Royal Ratifica- 
tion, which was to add to them Force 
and Life. (Heylin Hiſt. of the Presbit.) 


Other Canons there were made, Anno 1571, 


but being not Ratified, with Royal Authority, 
J ſuppoſe they were not oblig atory enough to 


conſtrain Obedience. (Ham. LE. All. of Div, 


Off. Chap, 1.) 
It is from this Convocation in 1577, 
that we are to Date its birth as a Canon, 


ſo far as I can find, then firſt appearing 


under that Name and CharaQter, into 
which it paſt from having been before a 
Royal Injunction only. 

At the ſame time that it underwent this 
Alteration of its Conſtitutional Quality 
from a Royal Injunction, to an Ecclefia- 


ſtical Law, it received alſo ſome other 
Changes, had it's Inſcription alter'd from 


that of A Form of bidding the Prayers to be 
uſed generally in this uniform ſort, to what 
it now bears, 4 Form of Prayer, &c. was 
adorn'd with its Preface as a Rubrick for 
its uſe; was compiled with — 

anc 


. 


and the Addition of ſome Particulars; ha- 
ving its Poſt fix d and aſſign'd to it, when it 
Was to come in in the Service, which be- 
fore ſeems to have been arbitrary, at leaſt 
more uncertain, being uſed ſometimes between 
the Text and Sermon, ſometimes after Sermon; 
(H. L'Eſtrange All. & c. Chap. 6.) and not 
very often ſo neither, becauſe Sermons them- 
ſelves were then not very frequent; but 
whatever Change was made in it, either as 
to the quality of its Conſtitution or Authori- 
ty; or having a new place appointed it, to 
which it was now poſitively confined and 
ſettled ; yet does there not appear any for- 
mal Notice, or even Intimation given, 
that its Nature was any way changed, or, 
thar it was to be applied for other Ends 
or Uſes than formerly in its other State of 
a Royal Injunction, but conſequently con- 
tinued, and went on the ſame thing till, 
it =_ before, injoined for the ſame Pur- 
oſes. vor 
n To follow the Form farther back into 
its other State, as a Reyal InjunCtion, 
Dr. Sparrow gives it us as it ſtood in 1559, 
that is, at the beginning of Queen Elixa- 
beth's Reign, or her Form, as here follows, 
Sparrom's Coll.). | 


- 
2 4 
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The Form of bidding the 
Prayers to be uſed generally 
in this uniform ſort, 


E ſhall Pray for Chriſt's Holy Ca- 
tholick Church, that is for the whole 
- Congregation of Chriſtian People, diſperſed 
_ thronghout the whole World, and eſpecially 
for the Church of England and Ireland; 
and herein I require you moſt ſpecially to 
pray for our Soveraign Lady the Queen's 
moſt excellent Majeſty, Elizabeth, Queen 

of England, France and Ireland, De- 
fender of the Faith, and Supreme Gover- 
nour of this Realm, as well in Cauſes Eccle- 
ſiaſtical as Temporal, You ſhall alſo pray 
for the Miniſters of God's holy Word and 
Sacraments, as well Archbifhops and Bi- 
ſhops, as other Paſtors and Curates; 
you ſhall alſo pray for the Queen's inoſt 
honourable Council, and for all the Nobi- 
. bity of this Realm, that all and every of 

= EE theſe 
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theſe in their Callings, may ſerve truly 
and painfully to the Glory of God, and 
Bdifying of bis People, remembring the 
Aceount that they muſt make. Alſo, ye 
ſhall pray for the whele Commons of this 
Realm, that they may live in true Faith 
and Fear of God, in humble Obedience, 
and brotherly Charity one to another. Fi- 
nally, Let us praiſe God for all thoſe that 
are departed out of this Life in the Faith 
of Chriſt, and pray unto God, that we 
may have Grace for to direct our Lives af- 
ter their good Example, that after this 
Life, we with them, may be partakers of 
the glorious Reſurrection in the Life ever- 
laſting. | 


The Alterations of this Form of Queen 


; {© Flizabeth, from that of her Brother's, King 


Edward, that comes after, are 

Firf, That of the Title turned from, 
The Form of bidding the Common Prayers ; 
to, Fhe Form of bidding the Prayers to be 
uſed, &c. ; | 7.4 
1 Secondly, The Change of the word / Head) 
= of the Church, for the word ( Governor } 
» = C which 


(is) 
Which was done, to avoid the invidiouſ- 
neſs which the Papiſts were ready to caſt 
upon her, upon the account of her Sex, 
if {he had took to her ſelf the Title (Head) 
they inſiſting upon the Incompetency of 
that Term to a Woman; as in Edward the 
Sixth's Time, they had found the like 
Fault with it upon the Score of his being 
under Age, as if the Title were leſs con- 
gruous to a Boy, or Child, who is grow- 
ing out the Objection every day, than 


to an old Dotard,twice one, againſt whom 


the.Objection Rally heightens- She how- 
ever, to ſweeten her Supremacy to ſuch 
more nice than wiſe Folks, who ſtack at 
the Name more than the Thing, took it 
to her ſelf by the ſmoother and leſs offen- 
ave Handle. 

And Thirdly, Altering the Clauſe of 
Praying for the Dead, and turning it into 
Praiſing of God for them, 

Mr. Ham. L'Eſtrange Chap. 6. p. 172.) 
ſays, That Queen Elizabeth's Form varieth 
for the better fram both King Edward's, and 
Henry the Eighth's; but what need he ſay 
from (both) ſince he tells us juſt before, 
As for Edward the Sixth, the Form enjoined 
by him, was the ſame preciſel; with that of 
Henry the Ez2hth: So that if it varied from 
| | | one, 
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one, it muſt from the other; Dr. Meten- 
hall ſays ha, 4. The Form of bidding 4 
Prayers, being alter d much for the better by 
Queen Elizabeth's Injunctions, Anno 1559. 

To aſcend therefore to King Edward the 
Sixth, the Form injoined by him, as from 
Sparrows Collections, is as follows. 


oy 


_— ww _ — 


8 . 7 — 


The Form of bidding the 
Common Prayers. 


E ſhall pray for the whole Congre- 
K gaion of Chriſt s Church, and eſpe» 
cially for this Church of England and 


Ireland, wherein firſt I commend to your 
devout Prayers, the King s moſt excellent 


Majeſty, Supreme Head immediately under 


4 Hod, of the Spirituality and Temporality of 


the ſame Church, and for Queen Catha- 
tine Dowager, and alſo for my Lady 
Mary and Lady Elizabeth, the King's 
8 iſters. | : 


© 2 Secondly, 


( 20 ) 


Secondly, Vn ſhall pray for the Lord 
Protector Grace, with all the reſt of the 
King's Majeſty's Council, and for all the *' 
Lords of this Realm, and for the Clergy © 
and Commons of the ſame, beſeeching Al. 
mighty God to give every of them in his 
degree, Grace to vſe themſelves in ſuch 
wiſe, as may be to God's Glory, the King's 
Hmour, and the Weal of this Realm. 


Thirdly, Je ſhall pray for all them 
that be departed out of this World in the 
Faith of Chriſt, that they with us, and we 
with them, at the Day of Judgment, may 
reſt both Body and Soul with Abraham, 
Haac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 3 


According to Mr. L'Etrauge aforecited, 
this Form of King dard was the ſame | 
preciſely with that of Reary the Eighth, but 
Dr. Wetenhall / Gifts and off, Chap. 4.) 
_  fays otherwiſe, That ſomething was done by 
Ring Edward as to the Form of bidding Pra- 
er, and aſterwards, plainly, That it was 
ery much reduced by Ming Edward's In- 

— junctions. 


. 


(210 
janctions. I do not find any Grounds of 
ſuch Reduction, appearing in any Injuncti- 
ons of King Edward; indeed, amongſt the 
Articles to be enquired into in Archbiſhop 
Craumer's Viſitation, in the Second Year 


of King Edward, this is one, Whether they 


(the Clergy) bid not the Beads according to 
the order appointed by the Kjng's Majeſty ? 
which implies, that the King had order'd 
a Form to be uſed, but it does not follow, 
but it might be the ſame that was in his 
Father's 8 

The Author of the Hiſtory of the Re- 
formation {Hift. Vol. 2. p. 30.) gives us 
this Account. All the Change King 
* Henry the VIIIth made in this Form (ot 
* the Beads) was, Thar the Pope and Car- 
* dinal's Names being left out, he was or- 
der'd to be mention'd with his Title of 
Supreme Head, that the People hearing 
* that oft repeated by their Prieſts, might 
be the better perſuaded about it, but nis 
other Titles were not mention'd ; and 
this Order was now (by King Edward) 
renew'd, only the Prayer for departed 
Souls, was changed from what it had 
been ; it was formerly in theſe words, 
Te ſhall pray for the Souls that be departed 
abiding the Mercy of Almighty God, that it 
may pleaſe him the rather, at the Contemplae 

od C 3 © ricy 
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tion of our Prayers, to grant them the Fru- 
ition of his preſence; which did imply 
their being in a State, where they did 
not enjoy the Preſence of God, which 
was avoided by the more general words 
© now preſcrib'd, 

According to this Account, King Ea- 
ward's Form was not fo preciſely the ſame 


A A 


with that of his Father ; but there does 


not hence appear any ſuch reduction of it 
as Dr. Wetenhall (peaks of; that either King 
Edward, or his Father, did reduce it, 1s 
undoubred ; for if, as the Author of the 
Hiſtory of the Reformation ſays, Al the 


| Change Ring Henry made in the Form was, 
ſtribing out the Pope's Name, & c. and putting 


in his own, and if all the Change Ring Ed- 


ward made from that again, was, altering 


the Clauſe about departed Sonuls ; otherwiſe 
preciſely the ſame with Heary the VIIIth's, 
as Mr. L'Eſtrange ſays; then was King 
Edward's Form the fame, in a manner, 
with Henry the Viilth's, which the Author 
of 'the Reformation pives us in his Hiſto- 
ry, which yet it is nothing like, being, as 
Dr. Metenhall obſerves, made five times ſhor- 
ter, And Mr. L*Eftrange ſays, that Henry 
the Eighth not only ſtrucſ out the Pope's Name 
out of the Beads, but contracted it alſo into a 
warrower Model; bat tho" he corrected ſo much 

; . 44 
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as ſerved his own turn, yet all the Popery of 
this form he did not reform, &c. (All. Div. 
Off. Chap. 6.) 


: 


That which occafion'd this Confuſion 
in theſe Gentlemen's Accounts of the 
Form, making thus King Edward's Form 
to be the ſame, and not the ſame with 
Henry the VIIIth's; Heary the VIIIths a- 
gain, to be almoſt the ſame with Heu 
the VIIth's, and yet corrected and contracted, 
and nothing like it; and what only can 
reconcile them to each other and them- 
ſelves, is plainly this, That King Edward 
had two Forms; one in the former part 
of his Reign continued in uſe juſt as his 
Father left it; which Mr. L*E/frange means, 
when he ſays, that King Edward's* Form 


was preciſely the ſame with Hepry the 


VIIIth's; but towards the End of his 
Reign he injoined another with diſtin» 
guiſhing Alterations ;. which may be ga- 
thered from this; That in the Beginning 
of his Reign it was entitled, and called, 
as in his Father's Time, Biading the Beads, 
it's Title in his Injunctions, Auno 1547. be- 
ing its Superſtitious and Popiſh Name; 
but aſterwards we find it called Bidding 
the Common Prayers, its true and ancient 
Name, by which Name its ule is enquired 
into by Cranmer, amongſt the Articles of 

| C 4 his 


| 0) 

his Viſitation. The uſe of Beads being 

then forbid ; for amongſt the aforeſaid Ar- 

ticles of Enquiry, this is one, Whether 

they (the Clergy) have given open Monitivn 

to their Pariſhioners, that they ſhould not 
wear Beads, nor pray upon them? From which 

Superſtition they were not eaſily weaned ; 

for we find the ſame renewed in Queen 

Elizabeth's time, Whether the Clergy move or 
counſel their Pariſhioners to put their truſt in 

an) certain number of Prayers, as in ſaying over 

4 number of Beads, or other like. 

And in Henry the VIIIth's Reign alſo, 
there were two Forms at leaſt in uſe, if 
not a third, of which there are Footſteps, 
anſwerable to the different Periods of the 
Temper. of his Reign; one and the laſt 
of which was, a reformed and corrected 
one, after he was fallen out with the 
Pope, and became a Reformer, which is 
that referred to by the Author of the Re- 
formation, when he ſays, King Henry's fo g 
little differ'd from Edward the Sixth's, and 
which Mr. L'Eſtrange calls fo preciſely the bY 
fame with it; which Dr. Wetenhall means, 
when ſpeaking of King Hezry's firſt Form, 
he ſ:ys, This had been 3 corrected 
King Henry the Eighth. Then there 
ſeems to have been a ſecond, before he 
was fallen out with the Pope quite, "_ 

FE” I] * tal 
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had ſome reforming Qualms of Conſcience, 
not without Iatermiſſions and Interrupt ions 
given him by the groſsneſs of Popery ; 
which made him do ſeveral things tend. 
ing that way, ſuch as putting the Lord's 
Prayer, the Creed, and Ten Commandments in 
Engliſh, 4 Litany, &c. and amongſt the 
reſt ſomething was alſo done by him, as to 4 
Form of bidding of Prayer, ſays Dr. Wetenhall, 
(Chap. 4,) but this ſomething was no leſs 
than originally contriving, and inſtituting, 
the Form it ſelf, as Mr. EEftrange ima- 
fines, and himſelf elſewhere, which could 
not be, as I ſhall preſently obſerve; and 
mult, if any thing, be ſomething elſe, a 
Correction, or Alteration of it only. 
The firſt, or unreformed Fornr of Hexry 
the VIIIch, is that exhibited by Mr. 
L'Eſtrange, Which becauſe. it is long, and 
the Author eaſily acceſſible, I will not 


| 1 trouble my ſelf to ſet down all at length. 


Fter a laudable Cuſtom of our Motler 

Holy Church, ye ſhall kneel down, 
mo ving your Hearts to Almighty God, and 

making your ſpecial Prayers for the three 
Eſtates, concerning all Chriſtian People, 
i. e. for the Spirituality, the Temporality, 
and the Souls being in the Pains of Pur- 
FF 24tory, &c. . Con- 


( 26) 
Concerning this Form of Mr. L*Eftrange's, 
we muſt obſerve, | 

Firſt, That it is not the intire Office, 
but one Part only of it of two, that it 
conſiſted of; the firſt of which was Pray- 
ers for the Living, which is that only here 
ſet down; the other part for the Dead, 
or thoſe in Purgatory, tha? mention'd in 
the Preface, GO D is omitted; Mr. L 
Eſtrange deſigning it only as a Specimen, 
not the whole thing, as we may perceive 

by comparing it againſt the following. 
Secondly, We may obſerve a difference 
of Conſtitution in this, and the following 
Exemplars of the Office, from what it 
has had before mention'd; for we are now 
come to a third State of it, wherein it 
ſtood upon a different foot from what it 
has had hitherto; we begun with it a 
Canon, enforc'd by the Authority of the 
Church, ratify*d by the Royal Authority; 
we have ſeen it beyond that a Royal In- 
junction; and now we find it here neither 
Canon nor Injunction, nor having any po- 
ſitive Conſtitution at all, but throwing it 
ſelf wholly upon Tradition, and pleading 
for its uſe and ſupport from old Cuſtom 
appealed to; after a laudable Cuſtom of our 
Holy Mother Church, &c, nor pretending 
| os. to 
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to derive Authority either from Ring, Pope, 
or Council. 2 | | 
| 34ly, We may take notice, that what. 
ever Corrections and Alterations, as to 
its Matter, attended its paſſing into a 
Royal Iajunction, and becoming ſuch, 
yet, no hint 1s given of its being intrin- 
ſically changed as to Nature, or, that fo 
much of it as ſtood, was applied to other 


Ends than before. | 


The Author of the Hiſtory of the Re- 


formation (Collect. Part. 2. p. 104. refer 


Hiſt. p. 30.) gives us the Form of bidding 
Prayer before the Reformation is Henry #he 
Seventh's time. fo 


VE {hall kneel down on your Knees, 
| and lift up your Hearts making your 
Prayers to Almighty God for the good State 
and Peace of Holy Church, that God main- 


tain, ſave, and keep it, fer our boly Father 


the Pope, with all his true College of Cardi= 
nals, &c. for all theſe, and for all Chriſti- 


an Men and Women, ye ſhall ſay a Pater 


Noſter ; Ave Maria; Deus miſereatur 
noſtri ; Gloria Patri; Kyrie Eleeſon; 
Chriſte Eleeſon ; Kyrie Eleeſon ; Pa- 

7 ter 
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ter Noſter; & Ne nos, ſed libera ; 
Verſus; Oſtende nobis; Sacerdotes, Oc. 


Domine ſalvum fac regem; ſalvum 


fac populum; Domine fiat pax; 
Domine exandi Dominus vobiſcum; 
Oremus; Oremus; Deus in cujus 
manu, Cc. & Deus a quo Sancta, & c. 

Further, Ie fhall Pray for all Chriſti- 
an Souls, 8&c, Ye ſhall devoutly ſay 4 
Pater Noſter, and Ave Maria; Pſal- 
mus de profundis; with this Collect, 


Oremus; Abſolve quæſumus, domine, 


animas famulorum tuorum, Pontifi - 
cum, Regum, Sacerdotum, Parentum, 
Parochianorum, Amicorum, Bene- 
factorum noſtorum, & omnium Fide- 
lium defunctorum, ab omni vinculo 
delictorum ſuorum, ut in Reſurrecti- 
onis Gloria inter Sanctos & Electos 
tuos, ſuſcitati reſpirent, per Jelum 
Chriſtum dominum noſtrum. Amen. 


Mr. L'Eſtrange, at the end of his All. of 
Divine Offices, produces a Form much be- 


yond Hepry the VIIth's in r 
rns 


(29) 
the Gentleman of Cambridge, who ſent it 
him, gueſſes to be as old as Richard the 
IId, or Edward the IIId, and the mention 
, of the Prince, the Queen, and all her Chil- 
" dren, ſeem to point at Edward the IIId; 
it is in the order following; 


r# cap ſtond up and bydde your 
be 


in the wor ſhepe of our Lord 
Thefu Chriſt and his Moder ſaint Marye, 
and of all the holy company of heaven; ye 


ſhulle alſo bydde for the fat of holy Church, 
for the Pope of Rome and his Cardmals ; 


for the paviach of Jeruſalem, fer the. holy 
Lond, and for the holy Croyſ, that Jheſu 
Chriſt ſendeth it out of bedne mennys hond, 
into Chriſtin mennys hond, &c. for tham and 


for 00s and all Chriſtin Folk. Pater No- 


ſter; Deus miſereatur naſtri, Cc. 


Kyrie eleeſon; Chriſte eleeſon; Kyrie 
eleeſon; Pater Noſter, & Ne nos; O 
ſtende nobis Domine, m. & ſal. Sa- 
cerdotes tui induantur juſtitia & ſancti 


tui; Domine, ſalvum fac regem & 


aut nos; ſalvos fac ſervos; fal- 
vum fac per gratiam ſancti Spiritüs 
MUM 


(30 ) 

tuum populum, Cc. Domine, fiat 
pax in vert. 4. Domine, exaudi oratio- 
nem meam & 1 - Dominus 
vobiſcum; Oremus; Domine qui cha- 
ritatis dona cordibus fiddlium . 
dis da famulis & famulabus tuis, pro 
quibus tuam deprecamur clementiam, 
ſalutem mentis & corporis ut te tota 
virtute diligant, & quæ tibi placita 
ſunt tota dilectione perficiant, & pa- 
cem tuam noſtris concede temporibus 
per Chriſtum dominum noſtrum. 
Tum converſus ad populum, dicat 
Sacerdos (ſed quidam dicunt ſic hic, 
Dominus vobiſcum) Oremus, Eccleſiæ 
cuz quæſumus, domine, preces placatus, 
admitte ut deſtituta ad verſitatibus & 
erroribus univerſis ſecure tibi ſerviat 
libera. 

Omnipotens ſempiterne deus, qui 
facis mirabilia magna, prætende ſuper 
famulos tuos Pontifices noſtros, & 
ſuper cunctas Congregationes illis 
commiſſas, Spiritum gratiæ ſalutaris, 
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(31) 

Ke nt in veritate tibi complaceant, per- 
petuum is rorem tux Benedictionis 
infunde. | | 

Deus à quo Sancta deſideria, recta 
conſilia & juſta ſunt opera, da ſervis 
tuis illam, quam mundus dare non 
poteſt, pacem, ut & corda noſtra & 
corpora mandatis tuis dedita, & hoſti- 
um ſublata formidine, Tempora ſint 
tua protectione tranquilla per domi- 
num noſtrum Jeſum Chriſtum. 

Alſo ye ſhulle bydde for the g wode man 
and the gwode wife, that the charite hid 
brought to pay, and for tham that it firſt 
wooden and lengeſt holden, &c. for ham, 
and for us, and for all Chrift men and 
wynien, pour charite, Pater Noſter. 

Deinde vertat ſe Sacerdos & dicat 
Pſalmum Levavi oculos in, & Ne nos; 
Sal vos fac ſervos tuos, Wc. Mitte do- 
mine auxilium; Eſto iis domine turris; 
Domine exaudi orat. Dominus vobil- 
cum; Oremus; Deus qui charitatis 
dona, Cc. NE in | 


In 
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In lingua materna converſus ad > 


populum dicat. 
le Hulle kneelen down and bydde for 

fader fowl, for moder ſowl, &c. 

Deinde revertat ſe & dicat Pſal- 
mum, De Profundis ; Kyrie eleeſon; 
Chriſte eleeſon; Kyrie eleeſon; Pater 
Noſter; & Ne nos; Requiem æternam 
a portu inferni; Credo videre; Do- 


minus vobiſcum; Oremus; Abſolyxe 


quæſumus, Domine, animas famulo- 
rum, Oc. 


This is my Ne Plus Ultra, as to Forms. 
Having traced our Canon thus far up- 
wards, I will leave it here a while, and 
going to the other end of Chriſtianity, ſee 
What traces of it I can bring downwards 
from thence; Firſt, begging leave to offer 

the following Conſiderations and Obſer- 
vations, as pertinent to my Deſign. 

Let the firſt of which be to'reQify a 
Miſtake concerning its Original; it ſeems 
to have been a carrent Opinion, ſome 
time ago, That the Form of bidding the 
Beads, the 55th Canon's Parent, as we 


find, was no older then Henry the VIIIth, 
which 


(33) 


which gave occaſion to thoſe words of 
Dr. Burnet's, ( Hiſt, Reform. Part 2. p. 30 
The Form of bidding the Prayers, was 
© not begun by King Henry the Eighth, as 
© ſome have weakly imagined, but was 
* uſed in the time of Popery, as will ap- 
© pear by the Form of bidding the Beads 
in King Henry the Seventh's time, which 


© will be found in the Collection, Num- 


ber the Eighth, &c.* with this, Opinion, 
That the Form of che Beads wis no older 


: | than Henry the Eighth, ſeveral of no vul- 


5 
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gar Character have took up; arid thoſe 
ſuch too, who had made inquiry into it with 
care, with deſign to play the Criticks up» 
on it; of this Number is Dr. Steward, in 
his (mall Tract called ¶ Judgment of private 
Prayer in pablick) who ſeems to allow it 
no older Date than Edward the Sixth, in 
theſe words, * We muſt know then, that 
* 1n the times of Popery; the manner was 
* to uſe the Lord's Prayer, or elſe an Ave 


„ Maris before Sermon, ſo that whien Fd- 


* ward the Sixth came to compoſe his In- 
junctions, he made choice [as he had 
good reaſon} of the Lord's Prayer for 
* that purpoſe; but becauſe it was rhought 
* fir, that the King's juſt Supremacy in 
Eccleſiaſticals ſhould be at leaſt weekly 
* Publiſh'd to the People, it was thought 

D © expe- 
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* expedient to premiſe to the Pater Noſter 


* a Form, as his Injun&ion ftyles it, of 
* bidding Prayers. Dr. Wetenhal refers it 


to Henry the Eighth, but before he fell out 


with the Pope (Gifts and Offices, Chap. 4.) 
All Offices of Worſhip being perform'd 
in Latin, before the Reformation, which 
the common People underſtood not, and 
it being not fit that the whole Congre- 
gation, ſo much intereſted in the pub- 
lick Worlhip of God, ſhould be exclud- 
ed from any other Share therein, than 
that of being idle Spectators, or anſwer- 
ing now and then a blindfold Amen, to 
what they underſtood not; for Reme- 
dy thereof, in the Days of King Henry 
the Eighth, when he had not yet fallen 
out with the Pope, there had been de- 
viſed an Exgliſh Exhortation to the Peo- 
ple, concerning the Heads of the then 
Prayer for Eſtates, which the Preacher 


of his Sermon, as well to let them know 
whom they were to pray for, as to move 
them thereto, &c. 
Mr. L'Eftrazze, Chap. 6. p- 170. The 
Agenda of Religion before the Refor- 
mation, were perform'd, it is well known, 
in Latin, a Language very unedify ing 
to an unintelligent People; that ſo my 
| 0 {0 


was to uſe before, or in the beginning 
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i ſo much intereſted and coneern'd it tlioſe 
d gacredoffices. ſnould not be totallyexclud: 
ed, as idle Spectators, or fit for nothing but 

© now and then to return an Amen to they 

© knew not What, this Expedient was des 

© viſed. The People were exhorted to join 

© in Prayer, according to certain Heads 

> * diftated to them, by the Miniſter, in 
the Engliſh Tongue, obſerving the then 
© Methods and Materials for the then 


> * Prayer for all States: So that, of all the 
Service then uſed, this only could pro- 
Z * perly be call'd Common Prayer, as being 
t the only Form wherein the whole Con- 
= *©* pregation did join in conſort. 
5 The Forms that have been produced al- 
'* ready farther back refute this Opinion. 
A Let the ſecond Obſervation be, That as 
its Dignity and Conſideration; which ap. 
* pears, by its being ſo much the Care and 
> Regard of our Kings at the Reformation; 
being particularly preſcrib'd and injoin'd 


by each, which ſhows it to have been 
look'd on as no common thing, but att 
Office of Importance, having ſomething 
Venerable and Sacred in it. 
And the Grounds of this Dignity of its 
> Character before the Reformation; the 
 *2 Reſpect had to it by our Reformers, and 
2 juſt Proviſion made for its Preſervation 
, = N 53 and 


- CLE” * 14 
r 
Ta 1 * ps PY 
A 


(36) 


and Vie ill continued by our Church 


ſhall be the particular Subject of my En 
quiry, which the next Obſervation ſhall 
give occaſion to the Proſecution of ; which 
1 4+ © 
34ly, The Obſervation and Conſiderati- 
on of its Name; which was in Popiſh 
Style, Bidding of the Beads, changed by 
King Edward, to the Form of bidding of 
Prajer, in the Injunctions of 1547 [ Ham. 


L'Eſtrange, Chap. 6. p. 191] or the Form 


0 N the Common Prayers (Sparrow's 
oll, } 
The Office therefore, in Popiſh Times, 
by its Name conſiſted of two Parts, in 
two different Languages, the one called 
Beads, or Prayers in the Latin Tongue. 
The ſecond, A Mode of Adminiſtrati- 
on of thoſe Prayers, by a previous rela- 
tive Form of Bidding, or Indicting of them, 
in the Mother Tongue. f 
And Firſt, Of the Name Beads, Secondly, 
Of their Materials. | ; 
Firſt, For the Offices Name (Bead), the 


Set of Prayers, which were bid and injoin- 


ed by the former part of this Office, and 
which went in diſcharge of that Indicti- 
on, were called Beads, from thoſe preca- 


tory Utenſils, which the Papiſts then did, 


and ſtill do employ as Inſtruments in 
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_ (37) 
doing over their Devotions. The Name 
being given to the Forms of Prayer in 
this Office, either juſt more generally and 
in common, as by the conſtant uſe and 
relation of Beads to Prayers, the two were 
come to be indifferently ſpoke one for the 
other; Prayers being called Bead, and 
Beads, Prayers; for Beads and Pater Noſters 
were then relatives, ſays Mr. L'Eſtrauge 
(All, Div. off. Chap. 6.) And your Bead s- 
Man we find put at the End of Letters, 
as the word of Civility ia thoſe Days, for 
one that prays for you. oy 
. Or Secondly, The Name might be given 
to theſe Forms emphatically, and by way 
of particular Eminence, as a more'than 
ordinarily ſolemn and pertect Compliment 
of Devotion that way. 
As to the Introduction of this religious 
knack of Praying by Beads into the Church, 
they are ſaid to have been brought in 
by Sixtus the IVth, in the Lear 1458, for 
the uſe of our Lady's Pſalter, through the 
occaſion of one Alanus, and his Order 


(Fox, Vol. I. pag. 653) of whom Baptiſt 


makes mention in this Verſe, 
Hi flo inſertis numerant ſua murmura bulls. 


D ; This 


(38) 


This Alanus was of the Order of Friars 


Preachers, being very devout towards the 
Virgin, wrote an Abridgement of the Virgin's 
Plalter, and a Treatiſe of the Miracles of the 
Roſary (Mr. Da Pin. Cent. 15. Chap. 5.) 
Chemnitius (Ex.Conc. Trid. Part. 3. p. 165.) 
gives us this taſte of his Poetry. I think 
it is, 


Barbotiat Patres Noſtros Aveſq; Marias. 


But the Beads were firſt authorized for 


this Alanusis uſe, yet they were invented 


before by Bonaventure, or St. Dominic 


himſelf, who contrived a Garland, or Ro- 
ſary of them, compoſed of Fifty Beads of a 
ſmaller ſize, and Five of a larger, diſ- 
chargeable by Ten vues, and Five Pater 
Noſters, allowing the Son the Title only 
of his Mother's Adoration. The expedi- 


ent, it ſeems, indulg'd drowzy Monks, that 
were well fed, to ſupply the Defe& of 


F 


Vigilance and Memory, by having their 
Prayers at their Finger's Ends; and it is 
very proper for thoſe that would Aliud 
Agere, and Aliter Precari; it makes Pray- 
er look Mechanically, as a Bodily Exer- 
ciſe, or Manual Operation, and carries in 
ic a great deal of the thought of their 
working magically like Charms, by vir- 
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tue of their Sound or Character, as the 


literal Fpheſie, &c. of old; their Name 


firſt given by their Inventer, was, Patri- 
loquia, with which Chemnitias makes him- 
5 merry C Ibia.) as very inept. Sogomen 
Lib. 6.) mentions one Paul, the Hermite, 
that uſed to ſay 300 Prayers every Day, 


ufing to reckon them, that he might not 


miſtake in the tale, with a like Number 
of little Stones in his Cap or Pocket; and 
hence the Cuſtom of Praying on Beads, 
may come yet more anciently. It is this 
Paul, whoſe Life St. Jerom writes. Polyaore 
Virgil refers the Invention of Praying on 
Beads, as its firſt Author, to one Peter, 

not Paul the Hermite (Polyd. de Invent, 
Lib. 5. Cap. 9.) Petrus Eremita tuba belli 


Sacri Primus modum orandi per calculos exco- 


gitavit (Leti Hiſt: univerſ. Ann, Ch. 1056) 


Paul lived long before, viz, Anno 340. 
So much as to the Name Beads; then 
Secondly, As to the Prayers or Forms 
themſelves ſo called ; if we ſeparate the 
clean from the unclean, take out, that is, 
ſuch of which Popiſh Superſtition is the 
Parent, and to which they are peculiar, 
Viz. Ave Maries, Prayers for thoſe in Pur- 


gatory, and the Dead; the remainder we 


tind to be not only pure and ſound De- 
vation, but a Collection of ſuch Ancient 
D 4 and 
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and Primitive Forms, that had traditio- 


nally deſcended from the firſt Ages, and 
been conſecrated to the Uſe of 2 
having been perpetually ſome of the 


b 
Material. of the publick Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhip; which were therefore come to be in 


ſuch eſteem, as to be look'd upon as uni- 
verſal concurrents to all Prayer, to com- 
pleat it effectually; To conſecrate other Peti- 
tions annex'd to them, that they may be 
the more acceptable for their ſakes ; to make 
amends for the other's Imperfectiuns (Comb.). 
And the repetition of them judg'd neceſſa- 
ry to go along with the particular Pray- 


ers, for thoſe things to which they had no 


particular regard,' otherwiſe than as by 
their general and indefinite influence, they 


were ſuppoſed to comprehend all Subjects, 
and ſupply Defects of all kinds; like the 
Pater Nofter, which it ſelf was the chief 


and leading Form ſeveral times repeated ; 
the reſt I have put down under Hezry the 


Seventh's Form, and that older one from 
Mr. L'Eſtrange; upon which account, we 
find, they were in ſuch high repute with 


our Reformers, that thoſe who framed 
our Lirurgy, have tranſcrib'd and trans- 
ferred them all (not one I think excepted) 


into our Service; there not being one of 


the Collect, Forms, Articles, ejaculatory Sen- 
Hes Yer 4 


| tences, 


(41) 
Fences, Which we may not obſerve took. 
into our Liturgy ; all the precatory part 
of our Morning and Evening Commos 
Prayer, being the Fragments of this Office 
otherwiſe diſpoſed ; ſo that the Office of 


the Beads, as it ſtood before the Reforma- 


tion, does not ſeem ſo much to have been 
broke and diſſolv'd, as new methodiz'd ;. 
its Prayers and Forms rudely lumped and- 
amaſſed together, being new caſt, and 
otherwiſe digeſted only ; nor is it any 
diſparagement to our Service, to be thus 


deriv'd, ſince the Forms borrow'd from 


it, are found in all ancient Liturgies, ma- 
ny of them authorized alſo by Councils; 
from whom this Office ſeems not ſo much 
to have borrow'd them, as they to have 
taken them from it, the Mother Service, 
and Magazine of all others; So that all 
the Service then us d (as Mr. L*Eſtrenge 
takes notice, Chap. 6. p. 171.) as this only, 
could properly be called Common Prayer; 
ſo we may turn the Obſervation the other 
way, and ſay, That the Common Prayer (till 
is, this only, having ſucceeded into its 
place, or rather, the Name and Thing 
being both continued ; for as the true 
Name of the Beads was, The Prayers, Kot 
Fo, or, The Common Prayers ; ſo has it 
derived its Name alſo upon our n 
| an 
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( 42 ) 
and daily Service, from it ſo called; of 
the Reaſons of which its names hereafter. 
Nor were our Reformers lefs careful of 
the other, that is, the previouſly relative 
and indictive part of this Office, which, 


after being carefully purged from the Po- 
Piſh and Superſtitious Impertinences which 


it had contracted, and was become clogg'd 


withal, had the uſe of its remainder, trom 


time to time, ſtrictly preſcrib'd and in- 


join'd by our Kings, till it was laſtingly 
ſettled in the Fifty Fifth Canon, having an 


honourable Station aſſign'd it in our pub- 


lick Worſhip and Aſſemblies, to its Ori- 


ginal and Primitive Purpoſes; being tran- 
ſpos d, not dropt; which brings me to the 


other Part, and Name, of this good old 
Office, propoſed to be conſider'd; which 
2 | 


85 | | 
Secondly, The Mode of Adminiſtration 


ok theſe Beads, or Projers, which was by 
a previous relative Form of Bidding or In- 


dicting all the ſeveral Particulars, accord- 
ing to which Indiction they were to be 
executed, and with relation to which In- 
diction it was in the Mother, or Vulgar 
Tongue. 

And here I will Firſt, Endeavour to 


account for its being in the Vulgar 
Tongue; : 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, Endeavour to trace from its 
Original, the Thing, or Bidding it ſelf, 
And Firſt, For its being in the Vulgar 
Tongue, the Preface to the Form it ſelf, 


helps me to the firſt Reaſon for its fo be- 


ing, that it was After 4 laudable Cuſt om of 
Holy Mother Church; was a Practice that 
had been handed down from Generation 
to Generation, and as ſuch, recommend 


ing it ſelf to be received and continued, 


the Truth and Validity of which will ap- 
r under the next Head, | | + 
A Second Reaſon for its being in the 
Vulgar Tongue, is the Nature of the 
Thing it ſelf, which could let it be in no 
other; becauſe it was a bidding of Prayer ; 


that is, an Office, to let the People know 


what they were obliged, and were going 
to pray for; for however People may 
pray in an unknown Tongue, yet it is im- 
poſſible to make them ſenſible of the 
Meaning of thoſe Prayers in an unknown 


one; it looks indeed very like being what 


Mr. L'Eſtrange, & c. imagines it; a fort of 
Conſtruing Book for their Luis Prayers, 
deviſed by Henny the VIII th, for the Peo- 
ple, beſore he fell out with the Pope; 
and that King's ordering the Lord's Prager, 
the Creed, the Ten Commanaments, to be 
fe 
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. ( 44) 
a Litam and Primer in Exgliſh, are In- 


ſtances of the like nature indeed, but then 


the Forms already produc'd, before Henry 
the VIIIth. overthrow that Opinion ; but 
tho? it was not originally contrived by 
Henry the VIIIth, or any body elſe, for 
an Expedient to help People under the 
Latin Service, nor was that its chief End; 
yet it providentially proved ſerviceable to 


that purpoſe, and it proving ſo ſerviceable, 


contributed, probably, to its preſervation; 
anſwering ſo well, and ſo luckily falling 
in, with what was thought fit to be done, 
by way of Remedy of that Grievance, 
that it may ſeem almoſt the regular pro- 
duct of Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution to that 
End. ES 7 

But that the Reader may the better 
judge of the probabilities of the riſe of 


Bidding the Beads in Engliſh, from the 
Latin Service, it may not be improper to 


run thro? the Hiſtory of that Service, and 
to point out the moſt likely occaſions of 
its origin upon its account. WE 
Latin Service was firſt order'd by Pope 
Vitalianus, and obtruded upon the Britains, 
Anno 655, or in 666, and by degrees, a 
little after that, according to the Magae- 
burgenſes (Cent. 7.) there is no doubt but 
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(45) 
ſhip, were originally adminiſtred in Latin, 
not only in Rome and Italy, bur in all 
the Weſtera Provinces, and Colonies, of 
the Rowan Empire; but as this had no 
other Foundation, but the Latin Tongue, 
being then popular, and univerſally un- 
derſtood, this Evidence is ſo far from be- 
ing fa vourable to the Papal Impoſition of 


that Language afterwards, and its preſent 


continuance, that it is the ſtrongeſt Argu- 
ment againſt it; the reaſon of its uſe; then, 


is the reaſon why it ſhould not be uſed 


mn 03-7 2 
It might, I own, have been a lauda- 
ble Project in Chriſtian - Governors, to 
have kept the Publick Worſhip to it, if 


they had begun in due time, as well for 


the Beauty of greater Uniformity, as for 


Communion, of Devotion upon occaſion ; 


as for the. Decency and, Dignity of the 
Tongue it ſelf, and Felicity of Expreſſion, 
cloathing Thoughts, and conveying Mean- 
ing, more fully and diſtinctly than the 


barbarous Languages it gave way to, 


which, had they not ſupply'd their De- 
ſects from its ſtore, muſt have produced 
the proper and neceſſary Ideas of a Chri- 
ſtian Liturgy, more rudely and imper- 
lectly than either was ediſy ing or decent; 
but when other Tongues had over- run it, 

88 as 
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25 their ſpeakers had its Empire; or its 


own Corruptions fo confounded it, with 
Mixture and Dialects, that like a ſecond 
Babel, its Degeneracies made its Speakers 
unintelligible to each other; and the Pu- 
rity of the Tongue vulgarly a ſtranger to 
them all; when it was now from a living 
become a dead Language,then by a kind of 
Necromancy, to raiſe and aCtuate its Car- 
caſe with Chriſtian Devotion; when Rome 
it ſelf had now for Centuries loſt it for 
its native Tongue, and was become ſo 
far a Barbarian to it ſelf, as to want an 
Interpreter for it; then for Popes to nick 
the time to confine Men to it, is a ſtrange 
Myſtery of perverſe Iniquity ; while the 
World univerſally underſtood Latin, then 


Tongue; but as ſoon as ever they under- 
ſtood it not, then they muſt pray in that 
or none; to the manifeſt defeating of the 
firſt Miracle wrought in the Chriſtian 
Church, which was making all Nations 
hear the Goſpel in their own Tongues, by 
a miraculous Tranſlation, and turning it 
back upon God's Hands again; by a Mi- 
racle of Impudence, forbidding Men to do 
ſo. The Centuriators obſerve; upon the 
Introduction of the I atis Service among 
the Britains, that the Letters of the word 
| | A&TEV0E; 


Men were free to pray in it, or any other 


(47) 

AuTavo;, numerically taken, is the Number 
of the Beaft : I have no great Opinion, 1 
confeſs, of ſuch fanciful Arguments, bur I 
do ſo far agree with them, that to make 
a noiſe without underſtanding, is the 
Language of a Beaſt, which he that does, 
may be ſaid to Bray, rather than Pr. 
Baronias gives us to underſtand, that 
this Religious Impoſition of Lingual Ser- 
vitude, was ſubmitted to, without any 
oppoſition on the Britain's part; and as 
the Pope's Power appearing in exaltation, 
and ſubmitted to without gainſaying, is 
the ſure Note of pious times with their 
Annaliſts, ſo we have here a piece of a 
Panegyrick from him, upon the happy 
Temper of the then Britains, and the flou- 
riſhing Eſtate of their Church; Bede indeed 
mentions four Languages that were popular 
and well underſtood in England in his time, 
amongſt which, Latin was one, and that 
might leſſen the Grievance of Confinement 
to it, and occaſion that little Contradiction 
to its Impoſition; otherwiſe, one would 
hardly believe, that a Nation ſhould, without 
ſome ſtruggle, yield to ſuch a Hardſhip, 
or making ſome Compoſition, or Provi- 
ſion for themſelves, of which ſort, the 
Office of Bidding the Prayers, in the Mo- 
ther Tongue, might not unlikily be, _ 
| Y 
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by virtue of which, the Tranſlation of the 
Scriptures ſome time aſter, with the Edi- 
tion of the Lord's Prayer, Creed, &c. by 
King Area, in the vulgar Tongue, and 
afterwards, under King Ethelſtane again, 
might be made: But however ſmoothly 
the Pope might introduce the Latiz Ser- 
vice here, and in many other places, the 
Sclavonians could not A brought to ſub- 
mit to this Religious Tyranny, but by 
Cyril their Biſhop, and firſt Converter, 
demanded, from Pope Nicholas, an Ex- 
emption from it, and inſiſted on the natu- 
ral Right of Worſhipping God in their own 
Tongue Prag. Cent. g.) which the Pope 
was moved to grant, by a Voice from 
Heaven (whilſt the Matter was under De- 
| bate) uttering theſe words, Omnis Spiritus 
laudet Dominum, & omnis lingua confiteatur 
ei; inde datum Cyrillo indultum. (Chemait. 
in Concil. Trid. ex Anea Sylvio). 

Pope John the VIIIth, after he had be- 


fore ſharply reprehended the Moravians 


for celebrating Maſs, &c. in the Vulgar 
Tongue, afterwards, as better informed, 
having called Methodias, the A poſtle of 
that Country, to appear before him, and 
give an account (Baron. Ann.) to him; 
ſent him back, with Letters, to Stentor 
Palober, their Prince; wherein, ſays Father 
_ * ; | P aul, 
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Paul, not by way of Conceſſion, but 
Declaration, he affirms, That it was ſo far 
from being contrary to Chriſtian Doctrine 
or Sound Faith, to celebrate Maſs, and 
have other Prayers and Parts of Worſhip 
in their Vulgar, viz. Sclavonian Tongue, 
that he fpoſitively enjoins it ſhould be ſo, 
granting, as an Indulgence, to the Prince 
himſelt only, and ſome of the great Men, 
the Uſe of Latin Service, if they were ſo 
minded; alledging for Reaſon, That God 
who made the Hebrew, Greek and Latin, 
made alſo all other Languages to tlie Glo- 
ry of His Name; and citing to this pur- 
poſe ſeveral Texts of Scripture. But this 
Grant of Pope John, Gregory the Seventh, 
Two Hundred Years afterward retracted, 
in his Letters to Urtiſlaus King of Babe mia, 
charging him to take care that his Sub- 
jects had no other Publick Service, but 
Latin only; and to break the Cuſtom o 
its being in the Vulgar Sclavonian Tongue; 
and when he was urged with the long 
and original uſe of worſhipping God in 
their Mother Tongue, ſaid, That its be- 
ing ſo, was only matter of Toleration and 
Indulgence to them, whilſt their Church 
was eltabliſhing, to humour and pleaſe 
them a while in their infancy, and had 
been continued to them rather to com- 
E port 
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port with their Infirmity, than eſtabliſh'd 
from approbation, which now, they be- 
ing grown ſtrong and adult, were to be 
weaned from, and obliged to walk in 
Conformity to the more perfect Rule; 
which is the turn Baronius alſo gives to the 
afore-mention'd Act of Pope John the 
VIIIth, making it an effect of Fatherly 
Tenderneſs to an Infant and Beginning 
Church, which were to be dandled and 
cocker'd like Spiritual Babes, with Service 
in their Mother Tongue, till they were 
grown ſtrong enough to bear better Rules 
and Order, and to Pray like Men with- 
Underſtandings. (Father Paul, Council of 
Trent. A. 8th and gth de Sacramentis.) 
But Innocent the ITId, not long after, 
Anno 1200, quite ſpoilt this turn of what 
Pope John did, for under him, in the 
Council of Lateran, the Matter of Latin 
Service was taken into Conſideration, un- 
der the Name and Nature of a Grievance. © 
and Abuſe, and amongſt Articles of Com- 
plaint calling for redreſs, and a Reforma» 
tion was made upon it, and the Rigour of 
the Impoſition cf Latin Service relaxed, 
the Neceſſity of it took off, and a provi- 
ſion made for the Intelligibility of Publick 
Worſhip every where, and Direction given 
that Publick Worſhip ſhould be _— 
| ſter d. 
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ſter'd according to the diverſity of Rites 
and Tongues, this being the Ninth Canon 
of that Council (Canon 9.) ©* Quoniam: in 
„ pleriſq, partibus intra eandem civitatem per- 
mixti ſunt populi diverſaram linguarum, 
diſtricte præcipimus, nt Pontifices hujuſmodi 
civitatum provideant VIiros idaneos, qui ſe- 
cundam diverſitates rituum & linguarum di. 
vina officia iis celebrent, & Eccleſiaſtica Sacra- 
menta miniſtrent. Becauſe in many places in 
the ſame City, there be mixed together 
People of diverſe Languages, we do ſtrait- 
ly charge the Biſhops of thoſe Cities to 
provide able Men to celebrate Divine 
Ser vice, and miniſter the Saefaments of 
the Church, according to the Diverſities 
of their Rites and Languages. 1s 1 0. 
The Papiſts do not care to hear of this 
Act of this Council under Pope Iundrent, 
which gives a deadly blow to Latin Ser- 
vice from that Hand, which they have no 
ſence againſt, and highly reflects on Pray- 
er in an unknown Tongue, and Bellarmine 
is put to his Trumps to evade the Force 
of this Decree, Which he does, by ſaying, 
That by the diverſity of Tongues menti- 
on'd, are only deſign'd the Latin and the 
Greek, and where the one of theſe is leſs 
underſtood, the Service is order'd to be 
celebrated in the other; but it is plain, 
= 2B that 
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that Popul; Diverſarum Linguarum, means 
living Languages only ; and inſtead of 
meaning Latin and Greek only, may mean 
any Languages but them, and the other 
Learned Languages, as they are called; 
which himſelf owns not to be any where 
commonly ſpoken, nor the Lingua at that 
time of any Populus (Cap. 15-) Mr. Da Pin 
makes the Canon order the Celebration 
of Divine Service, according to diffe- 
rent Rites, but forgets or ſuppreſſes its 
doing it according to diverſity of Lan- 
guages, e 

] his Council being accounted Oecume- 
nical;iho? it does not appear there were 
any Britiſb Biſhops at it, becauſe of the 
Quarrel at that time between the King 
and Archbiſhop of Canterbury, yet there 
were Legates there, from the King, to re- 
preſent the State of the Church, and take 
care of the Affairs of Religion; and Things 
then were very dark, and the Offices lit- 
tle underſtood, not only by the Laity, 
but even Clergy; and ſome Office of il- 
luſtration much wanted by both; for we 
find in the Council of Oxford held a little 
aſter, that the underſtanding of Latin was 
ſo low with the Clergy, that Archdeacons 
are order'd to take care that the Prieſts 
know how to read the Canon of the _ 
and 
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and to empower Lay-Perſons to Admini- 
{ter Baptiſm in the Vulgar Tongue, and 
Roger Hoveden takes notice of great Re- 
ſpect paid to the Lateran Council, in pur- 
ſuance of whoſe Determinations ſeveral 
Regulations were made; and to this, not 
to their own Authority, we are to aſcribe 
ſome freſh Edirions of the Lord's Prayer, 
Creed, &c. in the Vulgar Tongue, by our 
Kings, about that time. Complete Incumb. 


| Chap. 2. It is ſaid, per Car”, That the 


© Council of Lateran was a general Law 
received in England, and is as forcible 
© as an act of Parliament. 

And the Origia and Uſe of Bidding 
the Prayers in Exgliſh might hence be 
counted for, had it no way elſe a previ- 
ſion made for the Intelligibility of Wor- 
ſhip, in purſuance of the Canon of this 
Council. | | 

The Roman Prieſts have now a diſereti- 
onary Liberty of expounding the Service, 


and ſhewing the People the Meaning of 


their Prayers, as they read them, or be- 
fore, but it is derived to them from the 
Council of Trent. | 

It is ſtrange to me how the Latin Ser- 
vice ſupports it ſelf as it does; ſince all 
that is pretended for it, is hut to make it 
a tolerable Inconvenience. The utmoſt af 
1 E 3 Bellarmine 8 
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Bellarmine's Triumph, whilſt he defends it, 
is but to bring it to a thing indifferent; 


and as often as it has fallen under Con- 
ciliar Conſideration, has been an Abuſe, 
and proper Subject for Reformation ; 
the Council of Trent, by whom it paſſes 
tor confirmed, but very wrongfully, had 
more Modeſty, (though they thought not 
fit directly ro reform and condemn it, but 
let it go on as 1t was) than to pretend ei- 


ther Duty. or Advantage in it; theſe are - 


the Doctrines and Canons of that Council 
about it (Per. Paul. Hiſt. Concil. Trid. Lib. 6.) 
* Cap. Doct. 8. Etſi Miſſa continet mag- 
** nam populi Chriſtiani eruditionem, Pa- 
„ tribus tamen viſum eſt, non expedire 
ut vulgari paſſim lingua celebraretur, 

qua mobrem, retento Romanæ Eccleſiæ 
* ritu, ne oves Chriſti eſuriant, mandare 
“ paſtoribus, ut inter miſſarum celebratio- 
* nem, aliquid ex 1is quæ in miſſa leguntur, 
fs exponant, præſertim feſtis diebus ”. And 
the Ninth Canon that comes after this 
Doctrine thus ſet forth, has this, Gyz 


nn a 


** 


* 


diæerit, &c. Miſſam lingua tantum vulgari 


celebrandam, fit Anathema. 


The Subltance of which is this, That 


tho? Service in the Vulgar Tongue is more 


expedient, yet there is no ſuch neceffity, 
but that in particular Caſes, and extraor- 
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dinary Occaſions, its being otherwiſe may 
be diſpenced withal, and therg may be 
Times, Perſons, and Places, where it may 
be as proper to have it in Latzz, even as 
with us, in the Univerſities, Colleges of 
Eton, Weſtminſter, and the Convocarions 
of the Clergy, Latin Service is allow'd if 
they pleaſe; and as be that ſhould con- 
{true that Proviſional Exception to be 
the Conſticution, fo by their famous Coun- 
cils own account of the Matter, the Church 
of Rome has made the Exception the Rule, 
and hardly allows the Rule the Force ot 
an Exception in her Practice; tor beſides 
the Reaſon aſſign'd for making the Ser- 
vice intelligible, Ne owes Chriſti eſuriant; 
That Chriſt's Sheep may not pine and 
ſtarve; which is a terrible Reflection on 
Service in an unknown Tongue; The de- 
claring againſt the uſe of Service in the 
Vulgar Tongue, Paſim and T antum, is what 
all Proteſtants conſent to, who are not ſo 
far wedded to Service in the Vulgar 
Tongue, as to condemn it in any other 
ſimply, for ſo they would fall into the 
very ſame Superſtition they charge on Po- 
pery, viz. Making a Moral Difference in 
Languages, and overthrow their own Prin- 
ciple, which is making Intelligibiliry the 
Rule of Prayer, be it in what Tongue it 
will, it matters not- 
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HFad the Circumſtance of Time agreed 
to it, the Office of Bidding the Beads 
might very well have been thought a piece 
of Reformation grounded on theſe Decrees 
of the Council of Irent, being ſuch an Ex- 
poſition of their Prayers to the People as 
the Prieſts are employed to make, and it 
would have been a much happier Con- 
jecture than that of Mr. L'Eſtrange, &c. 
who fancies it a Contrivance of Hexry the 
VIIIth, before he fell out with the Pope; 
had they ſaid after he fell out with the 
Pope, it would have been more probable, 
when he had got his Eccleſiaſtical Suprema- 
cy to do it withal; but before, he was 
incapable, unleſs we veſt him with his Su- 


premacy, before he pretended to it; for 
whatever Regulations of that Nature he 


made, ſuch as the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, 
Litany, &c. aforeſaid, we mult not ſuppoſe 
them to be done Virtute Regia, by his own 
proper Authority, but in purſuance of ſome 
Eccleſiaſtical Direction either from Coun- 
eil, or Pope; and in exemption of this 
Decree, moſt likely, of the Council of 
Trent. „ 

Having thus ſet befare the Reader the 


Caſe of Latin Service, and noted what I 


take to have been the likelieſt occaſions of 
its Coatributing to the riſe or continuance 


of 
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of Bidding the Beads in the Mother Tongue; 
I now come Secondly, ta trace down, 
from its Original, the Thing, or Mode 
of Adminiſtring Prayers, by firſt Bidding 
them; together with the Nature or Sub- 
ſtance of the Particulars indicted, ſhow- 
ing, that they were the ſame with thoſe 
of the 55th Canon, the true and original 
Subſtance of Bidding the Beads reformed. 
Indiction, or Bidding of Prayer, is a So- 
lemn Preſcription of Prayer, by an Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Officer, to the Congregation, he- 
fore it is executed, or put up by them in 
actual Devotion to God. As this was ſo 
order'd for ſeveral great and weighty Rea- 
ſons and Conſiderations, and as contribu- 
ting ſeveral ways to compleat the dif- 
charge of the important Duty of Prayer, 
and to render it the more acceptable, and 
thereby the more effectual. So anſwera- 
ble to thoſe its Ends and Uſes, the Church 
has ſuitably contrived various Modes and 
Forms of Indicting Prayer, running in 
very different Stile; or rather, we may 
call them, various Degrees of Indiction, 
one only being the full and perfect In- 
diction, and the others Abridgments of 
that, ſhorten'd in proportion to fo many 
of it's uſes, one or more, as they are only 


propos d for. 
* ſa 
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In the Ancient Liturgies, and Primitive 

Aſſemblies, hardly any Prayer was ad- 
miniſter'd without ſome kind of Antece- 
dent Indiction to it, from whom our 
Church taking the Pattern, makes frequent 
uſe of all its Modes or Degrees in her Li- 
turgy. : 
The firſt, and that was originally the 
full and compleat kind of Indiction, or 
Bidding Prayer, we may call Preparatory, 
or Preinformatory, having a general reſpect 
to the whole Service, being a previous 
| Rehearſal, and particular Repetition of all 
and every of the Prayers ſeverally, word 
for word, at full length, betore they were 
made wrought Prayer by the Aſſembly; 
ſo having the nature of a Duplicate, or 
Copy, of their future Prayers, deliver'd 
out orally to each Member preſent. 

The Uſe and Inſtitution of this full Me- 
thod of Bidding or Indicting Prayer, ariſing 
from the Circumſtances of the Church, be- 
fore Liturgies were formed or eſtabliſh'd, 
to the end that Prayers might not be ob- 
truded on the People, without due notice 
and juſt information ; or from the ſucceed- 
ing Circumſtances of Manuſcript Times, 
When the Liturgies were every where 
eſtabliſh'd, ' yer the rarity of Literature 
(Reading and Writing not being then ſo 
BE? W 
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univerſal) and the charge and difficulty of 
getting Copies, u hich could be the Lot 
of very few in each Congregation, in 
which hardly one or another private Per- 
ſons can be ſuppoſed to have had Tran- 
ſcripts, the generality depending on ſome 
one common Pariſh Office, made it little 
leſs neceſſary for the greateſt part to have 
their Prayers diſtinctly firſt read over. to 
them before they joined in them, than be- 
fore Liturgies were framed, ; bu: this end of 
thus particularly Indicting Prayer, being 
now ſupplied by the Invention of Printing, 
to the Members of all thoſe Churches who 
have publickly eſtablijh'd Licurgies, the 
authorized Edition of their Service bein 
a ſufficient Indiction of it to them, and 
each Member having on ſo eaſy Terms a 
Book put into their Hands,' by which 
they may præ- examine and thoroughly ac- 
quaint themſelves with every Point of the 
Prayer, and turn of the Service before 
it comes to be executed by them (makes 
the Miniſters particular recital to them) 
unneceſſary. 12113 0318091 f 
The Second Mode of Indicting or Bidding 
of Prayer, may be called Directory, Which 
is a Preſcription of the Matter and Form 
of Prayer and Order of Parts, but not of 
Words and Expreſſion; and this ſome- 
times relates to the Duty of Prayer at 
l : eig 
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large, of this fort, ſo far as it is a Pat- 
tern, is the Lord's Prayer; ſometimes its 
relation is particular as to Perſons and Oc- 


caſions, of which kind is the 55 Canon, 


ſo far as its nature is directoral, reſpecting 
the Clergy only, and to whom it is di- 
rectory and to none beſide, and as to one 


particular Occaſion, which is the Con- 


ſtruction, the general Practice of the Clergy 


ſeems to give it. 
A Third ſort of Bidding Prayer, is in the 


nature of a D authoritatively injoin- 


ing the Duty of Prayer, and inculcating 
and denouncing the neceſſity of Prayer, 
with reſpect to ſome particular Subjects 
upon account of their particular Eminence 
and Dignity, whoſe common Beneficialneſs 
to Mankind makes it a Duty incumbent 
on every Man to make mention of them 
in his Prayers, from Intereſt as well as 
Gratitude ; the Church by her particulari- 
ty of Care about thoſe Subjects, expreſſing 
her Senſe of the Greatneſs of the Obligati- 
on that lies on Men to diſcharge Prayer 
with regard to them, which they cannot- 
omit without the Guilt of ſignal diſobedi- 


" ence to both Humane and Divine Com. 


mand, and being falſe to the publick In- 
tereſts of the Church and Mankind ; And 
in the Form of Adminiſtration of this kind 
A therefore 
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therefore the Church changes her Voice, 


ſpeaking in a mandatory Dialect, and im- 
perative Strain, threatning and avg 
Men into compliance, as at their Peril, 
giving to underſtand by whoſe Word and 
Command they iſſue out this Injunction; 
Te ſhall pray, &c. Te muſt give moſt humble 
and hearty Thanks, &c. and of this nature 
of Bidding Prayer, I conceive, our 557th 
Canon is ; viz, A Charge of Prayer with 
reſpe& to the Contents and Matter in it 
ſpecify'd, and under thoſe Characters 'tis 
there expreſt, to be executed not only at 
the preſent by a correſpondent Form point- 
ed to as ſucceeding, but by all Perſons 
upon all other proper Occaſions, private 
as well as publick. . 

But as in proceſs of Time, Matters of 
inferior Note, and private and particular 
Regard were added to the Original Sub- 


J. 
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jects of the Churches indiftive Charge in 


this Office, till it was ſwelled up at laſt, 
with mean and trifling Particulars, to the 
bulk we have ſeen it before the Reforma- 
tion, ſo a great many of thoſe its new 
Particulars being deemed of too low a 
nature to have the Duty of Men's praying 
for them impoſed in ſuch high and ur- 
gent Terms of Authority ; hence the Tone 


of Autherity was lowered and ſoftned 11 
e 
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the Propoſition of them to the Form of 


requeſt; and the Indiction was called 
Commendationes Recommendations of 


Prayer; a remain of which little narrow 
ſpirited ſtuff, is that Practice of Miniſters 
inſerting in their execution of the 55th 


Canon a Requeſt to the Congregation to 


lend them a lift in Praying for heir this, 
and other very good Lord or Patron, whom 


the People never heard of till then, and 


all forſootli becauſe he has given, or pro- 
miſed them a Parſonage ; and looks adu- 
latory; and that other ſeaſonable Requeſt 
to them, to pray God for them, that they 
may make a very good Sermon, &c; when the 
Sermon has been made a twelve Month 
before perhaps; which is plainly taking 
on to the Office again ſome of that Popiſh 
Impertinence, from which its Reformati- 
ons were deſign'd to purge it; and wants 
to be reformed as much as the pooreſt of 


thoſe ſelfiſh Particulas that we find in 


Henry the VIIths, or Mr. L'Eſtrange's old 
Form of the Beads for true Tithers; The good 
Man and Woman that this day giveth the 
Bread to make the holy Loaf, &c. 
A Fourth Mode of Bidding Prayer, is to 
be an Admenitory or Invitatory, being put in 
a Wiining and intreating Strain; of this 
kind is the Exhortation before our Morn- 
| ing 


= 4 
r " ö 2 a 5 
c 
— 4 — + * 28 3 ow. 4 Ps. 3 Ek) nl +. Pg 5 * 23 
R TOES DS Mt | 9 WV - . _ e 


n 
1 
dat : 


* = > - 
8 
7 


( 63) 

ing and Evening Service. Dearly beloved 
| Brethren, &c. Wherefore I pray and beſeech 
you, &c. which Invitatory kind of Bidding 
Prayer is ſo appropriate an Introduction 
to publick Wofſhip, that St. Iſdore Tractat. 
of Divine Offices) reckons it the firſt formal 
part of the Ordo Precum, or publick Ser- 
vice. See Mr. Du Pin (Cent. 5.) of the 
ſame Invitatory kind of Indiftion is the 
Venite Exult Emus, O come let us ſing unto 
the Lord, &c. Praiſe ye the Lord; let us 
give Thanks to our Lord God. I cannot; but 
obſerve, that the way by which our Con- 
feſſion is adminiſtred, the Miniſter, Sen- 
tence by Sentence going before,aad tendring 
each particularly by it ſelf diſtinctly to the 
People, ſhows it a remain of the firſt full 
and compleat Mode of Bidding Prayer, 
tho* the Peoples preſumed Knowledge and 
Approbation of its Materials, by daily 
uſe, makes them continuedly execute it 
after the Indicter without double recital ; 
for I ſee no reaſon elſe why it ſhould be 
adminilter'd in that ſingular manner, by 
diſtinct dictation, more than the other 
Prayers. And let it be obſerv'd, that our 
Church does not preſcribe the People to 
rehearſe any Prayer along with, or imme- 
diately after the Miniſter, beſides the Con- 

| | feſſions 
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ſeſſions tender'd to them, Sentence by 


Sentence, and the Lord's Prayer. 
The laſt Mode and End of Bidding 
Prayer, is for a Suſcitatory, which is that 


arne and Oremus, ſo much uſed in all 


Ancient, both Greek and Latin Liturgies, 
and that, Let us Pray, ſo often repeated 
in ours, which is the moſt abbreviated 
and elliptical Form of Indiction, being to 
do the Office of a Signal, or Watch Word 


of Prayer, given out without any pre- 


ſcription of, or relation to either its Mat- 
ter or Form; ſignifying to the Congrega- 
tion, an inſtant return to Prayer, either 


alter their having attended before to Sa- 


cred Lection, or its being renewed upon 
ſome Change of the Service, that the De- 
votions of the Aſſembly thus having notice 
to make ready, may be put up the more 
collected, and as in one volly, may more 
effectually offer that Sacred Violence to 
Heaven, by which it delights to be foreed; 
or at leaſt, it is a Hoc Age, to prevent 
the Languor of Devotion, to rouze and 
kindle it, to recail from vain and wan- 
dring Thoughts, and to mind Men (too 
apt to forget) where they are, and what 
they are about; like the Kent at the Hea- 
then Sacra inculcating the 7870 rer, 
which it it were much oftner rung in 0 
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Ears than it is, would never be ſo without 
juſt oceaſion in the ſmalleſt Congregation. 

When Forms, hy often uſe, were grown 
ſo familiar to Men, that they were now 
preſumed to be ſufficiently aware of them, 
without a previous repetition toties quo- 
ties, this for Compendium ſake produced 4a 
mixtAdminiſtration of Indiction and Prayer 
together, under the ſame recitation, by 4 
coaleſcence of the Offices, the ſame repe- 
tition ſeemed to both purpoſes, what was 
indifted being dictum factum, executed 
and wrought in Prayer; this I take to 
have been tle Nature of Proſphonetick 
Prayer, br Prayer (is Twoponoias) by 
allocurion, being at once both Prayer bid 
from the Miniſter to the People, and 
Prayer put up from the People to God. 
An Inſtance of this Proſphonetick or Allo- 
cutory Prayer, we have in the 18th Ca- 
non of Laodicea, where the ſecond and 
third Prayer are ordered to be performed 
dl neo pormotas 5 by Allocution ; tho? 
Mr. Du Pin, and others, following Dio- 
nyſius Exiguus, who tranſlates it, Per Ex- 
clamationem ſolitam, render it Exclamation, 


+ 


as if it were not Tg pwotos hut mropwnct= 

6s, led into the Miſtake by the Oppoſi- 

tion to Prayer Pie 5077; befare-mentivn'd ; 

and in Tertullian ( Apolog. Cap. 39.) ——gl- 

totationes proferuntwr i Tranſlators 5 
b | 
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in Binius, render qua gοοοονννj,,“Ze by Pro- 


nunciation, Which is the worſt rendition 
of all ſtill; the Prayer oppoſite to that 
Me owns, being termed inqwijtos, or 
o'r fKPOrnoews, Or tvTovoc, Or do varus 
(J«ſtin Martyr ) which old Mode and Term 
of Ecphonetick Prayer, ſeems reſpected 
by our Holy Church in the Rubricks be- 
fore the Lord's Prayer, in the Service 
particularly order'd to be adminiſter'd with 
a loud and audible Voice ; of which kind 
of allocutory Prayer ſome have thought 
the 55th Canon to be, which they according- 
ly fanſied they expreſt in their Practice, by 
changing the Form of Addreſs, Let us Pray, 
or, Te ſhall Pray,which ſeems to regard Pray- 
er more in futurum, into, Pray we, which 
ſpeaks preſent and more immediate Con- 
nexton and Execution of it. | 
The Antiquity of adminiſtring Prayer, 


by firſt Bidaing it in Chriſtian Aſſemblies, 


deſcends to us from Primitive and Apo- 
ſtolick Practice and Inſtitution, and is Jare 

Divino, by Right of a double Original, rhe 
one more general regarding the whole 
Form and Office of publick Worſhip, ſo 
far as it is ſtrictly Liturgick, and Preeatory, 
being that of the firſt full and perfect kind 
of Indiction mention'd as a Preparatory ; 


the other more particular, nor relating to 


the whole Body of the Service, but to one 
part 


(6 ) | 
part of it only, reſpecting the Duty of 
Prayer, as to certain Points, and ſome of 
its Matter, upon the account of its Emi- 
nence and Dignity, diſtinguiſhed in its 
Mode of Adminiſtration; being the Biading 
of Prayer of the third fort, wiz. as a Charge. 

An Account of the Origin of that of 
the firſt ſort, as a Preparatory, reſpecting the 
whole publick Service, we have from 
St. Chryſoſtom (Rom. 8. wer. 26, 27.) 
The Conſtitution in the Apoſtolick Age 
(ci rôrt naTdsxow) as to Publick Wor- 
* ſhip, was this with regard to Prayer; 
* among(t other miraculous Gifts (Me- 
* pore) beſtowed on the Baptized, that 
* of Prayer was one; which as well as 
others were called (nv9,,v) the Spirit; 
* and he that had this Gift prayed for the 
* whole Aſſembly,or made the Form which 
* at that time the whole Aſſembly pray- 
* ed by; for ſince we are ignorant of ma- 
* ny things which we ought to pray for, 
© and pray for many things chat are not 
* proper for us; the Gift of Prayer came 
upon ſome one at that time, and he a- 


p 
10 od up, and (ure dmivror) inſtead 
CT that Prayer Which they 
were all then to uſe, prayed for whatever 


it was the common Intereſt, as well as Duty 
of rhe whole Church to pray for, and taught 


others to do the ſame (755 u\Azs tmoldies,)} 
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le that was vouchſafed this Gift 
ſtanding up, and with all the Signs of De- 
*"Vation, Compunction and Sorrow, fo far 
as was agreeable to Prudence and Un- 
derſtanding, and was not blind or for- 
mal AﬀeQation / #«T& ννjõẽỹn but men- 
tal proſtration to God, prayed for thoſe 
common Goods, wherein all are con- 
cerned; of which Cuſtom the Deacon 
is now a Symbol in the Church /5 u wy 
- 6VuſptNov ese 6 Nel No voc.) by what he does 
for the Congregation in Prayer, 
Mr. Thorndike however ſhows / Rel. 
Aſſem. p. 151.) that tho* theſe Prayers 
were thus inſpired, yet they were not 
nevertheleſs Extempore, or Indicted by the 
Holy Spirit to the Adminiſtrator upon the 
ſpot, but premeditared and prepared be- 
fore-hand; but otherwiſe Mr. L'Eſtrange 
(Chap. 6.) In the Apoftolical Age, the 
* extraordinary efluvium and outgoing of 
* God's Spirit governed all, both in Prayer 
* and Preaching ; nothing was premedi- 
* tated, but all perform'd as the Spirit at 
* that inſtant ſuggeſted. ? | 
With St. Chry/o/tom agree other Fathers, 
wiz. St. Auſtin, Theoph, Occam. &c. who 
by the Spirit helping our Infirmities 1n 
this place, do underſtand a Spiritual or 
inſpired Perſon, who at firſt guided the 


publick Devotions, and by dictating * 
the 
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the People both how they were to pray, 
and what they were to pray for, ſupply'd 
at once the Uſe both of a Liturgy and 
Rubrick. To which inſpired Officer, up- 
on the ceaſing of that Miraculous Gift, the 
Inſtitution of Diaconal Indiction ſucceeded. 
(Grot. Rom. 8.) in Eccleſia Diaconus quo- 
dammodo gerit imaginem Spiritus Sancti. 
Cornel. à Lapid. Rom, 8.) Illi Mini- 
ſtro Primitive Eccleſiæ jam ſucceſſit dia- 
* conus pro populo ſupplicans. Ee 
This Expoſition of this Text, the Spirit 
helpeth our Infirwities, thus given by theſe 
Fathers, underſtanding it of a Gift of 
Prayer in the Apoſtolick Age, whereby the 
Holy Spirit was miraculouſly pleaſed to 
ſupply the want of not yet ſettled Litur- 
gies to Chriſtian Aſſemblies, by occaſio- 
nally compoſing for them toties quoties, 
forms himſelf ; and dictating them ſo com- 
poſed to one that was to Officiate, and 
by him indictively Communicating them 
again to all the People, ought to be well 
conſider'd, eſpecially by thoſe who con- 
duct, or are conducted in the Publick De- 
votions of their Aſſemblies by conceived 
or arbitrary Prayer; becauſe if it is al- 
lowed and admitted , it ſhews the ad- 
miniſtration of Publick Worſhip by Li- 
turgick and preſcribed Form, to be of 
politively Divine Inſtitution and Precedent, 
+ Fx — FS. 


(70) 

and it concerns the Adventurers that offi- 
ciate in a different contrary Way, to be 

throughly ſatisfied that it is Groundleſs, 
and ſee it well confuted, which charges 
their Method with contempt of Divine 
Order; or Which if the Way of Worſhip, 
by diſeretionary and unpreſcribed Forms 
were Lawful, yet charges their Method 
of uſing it, with Miſtake and Abuſe of it: 
Againſt this Account of St. Chryſoſtons 
making the officiating of Publick Prayer 
by Liturgick and preſcript Form of Di- 
vine Original. | | 

Firft, The Matter of Fact is denyed, 
that there was not any fuch x«goua Gift 
of Prayer ( Bold's Exam. f Dr. Comb. 
Schol. Hiſt.) in the Apoſtolick Age, of 
that kind, or exerciſed after that manner, 
viz by which he that officiated as the 
Adminiſtrator, was firſt himſelf preſcri- 
bed to and confined, and by him the Peo- 
ple again by the Prayers being bia; ta 
whom we may oppoſe the Proteſtant Re- 
conciler, who proves the Contrary. 

In anſwer to which, let me obſerve, 
Firſt, That the Poſture of the Church, 
and Natural Circumſtances of Believers, 
not having yet the New Scriptures to 
guide them; and having generally, as to 
thoſe natural and outward helps of Learn- 
ing, which were afterwards added to re- 
. 
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gulate Publick Worſhip by, made ſuch a 
Gift very Seaſonable ; at leaſt thoſe who 
now a-days would have Gifts of Prayer, 
Diviue Aſjiſtances, and little leſs than Iaſpi- 
ratious beſtowed on private Perſons for 
particular Occaſions, when there is no 
apparent Neceſſity for it; or, when ſuch 
miraculous Effuſions are ceaſed, {ſhould 
eaſily conſent to the probability of the 
Church's ſolemn Occaſions being ſupply'd 
by them. At the Time when ſuch Gifts 
of all Kinds were ſtirring, and whil'ſt 
the Conduct of the Church in all its po- 
litical Parts and Offices was an immedi- 
diate Theocracy, wholly otherwiſe un- 
provided. | | 
Secondly, Whereas this Hiſtory of the 
Original Mode of adminiſtring Publick 
Prayer, is ſaid to be vouched by St. Chry- 
foſtom only, we have heard to the con- 
trary, how ſeveral others Expound the 
8th of the Romans, v. 26. the ſame Way. 
And if others do underſtand the Spirits 
helping our Iufirmities after other manners, 
yet does not that at all deſtroy the Truth 
of the Hiſtory, which does not depend 
upon the relation of that, or any other 
| Text to it; for St. Chry/oſtom, &c. does 
not inferr the Hiſtory from the "Text, as 


its Foundation ; but explains the Text by 
F 4 the 
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the Hiſtory known to him by ſome other 

authentick Means; and he mult be guil- 
ty of very ill Manners to this Father to 
Suſpect the matter of Fact, ſo far as to 
imagine that he either invented it for the 
nonce upon his own head, or took from 
a ſuſpected Author an uncertain Story ta 
deliver in his Sermons ſo ſolemnly and 
politively, eſpecially when there is none 
that gainſays him; and he appeals to Mo- 
numental Evidence ſettled and till remain- 
ing in the Church, of the original Con- 
ſtitution, which he aſſerts, continued in 
imitation of it, and to preſerve the Me- 
mory of it. Which together makes 
ſuch a Body of Evidence, that nothing 
but producing Teſtimony equally autho- 
ritative and equally expreſs againſt it, 
cught to be allowed a ſufficient Coun- 
ter-balance to ſet it aſide, and make good 
the Negative. © „ 
Taking it therefore as granted, that 
St. Chryſoſtom's Account of the original 
Mode of Publick Worſhip in Chriſtian 
Aﬀemblies, is true, let us ſee what fol- 
lows from it. | 5 

And Firſt, Therefore from the Holy Spi- 
rit's taking the Care and Direction of the 
Publick Prayer of Congregations imme- 
diately into his own hands, and not lea» 
7 nc es tr 'viog 
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ving it to depend on the arbitrary Diſ- 
cretion or Abilities of an appointed Ad- 
miniſtrator; but preſcribing and dictating 
himſelf, till the Church was otherwiſe 


provided with conſtituted Service; we may 


draw the Divine Pattern ſer ſo far into 
Argument, as to ſay, That the Publick 
Prayers of a whole Church or Aſſembly, 
ought not to be left even to the Preme- 
ditate, much leſs, Extempore Conception 
of any ſingle Perſon officiating, however 
qualify'd ; for it ſuch a Charge was too 

reat to be ventured in the hand of thoſe 
Fit Chriſtiana Officers without further Se- 
curity, much lefs in any fince; and if 
Souls ſo illuminate with Grace, ſo replete 
with Integrity and Goodneſs, were not 
to offer at that Undertaking till by a par- 


ticular Gift they found themſelves ſyper- 


naturally moved and dictated to it by the 


Holy Spirit; none ſince ought to attempt 


it from the Conſciouſneſs of any Depen- 
dences whatſoever, unleſs inſpired by the 
ſame Divine Afiſtance ; or to Pray but 
within the Limits of formal Dictation and 
poſitive Preſcription. 

Secondly, It more undeniably till fol- 
lows from the Holy Spirit's not propos» 
ſing his own Divine Compoſitions to be 
wrought and executed by the People, till 


by 


6740 

by a previous Tender, and particular In- 
diction of them, their Matter, Order, and 
Words, had been rehears'd to them, and laid 
before them; That if arbitrary and concei- 
ved Prayer, Præmeditate, or Extempore, is 
Jawful on the Adminiſtrator's part; and 
his ſingle occaſional Effuſions have a Right 
to be occaſionally the Matter and Form 
of the Publick Devotions of an Aſſembly 
at that Time; yet the People, on their 
part, ought not to accompany the ſaid 
Adminiſtrator thro' ſuch his Prayers, nor 
give their Devotional Aſſent to them in 
liuch Concomitancy, nor ſay Auen to them 
at laſt, however Holy or Pious he may 
ſeem; however powerfully endued with 
the Gift and Spirit of Prayer; unleſs they 
are firſt preparatively, in order to be exa- 
mind, underſtood, and approved; either 
literally laid before the Aſſembly, by true 
and exact Copies deliver'd to each Mem- 
ber in Writing; or orally by diſtinct Re- 
petition of the Words and Sentences in 
Order; for if the Holy Spirit would not 
have his own Compolitions impoſed on 
an Aſſembly on other Terms, nor dif- 
charged by actual Devotion, till all con- 
cern'd were made firſt aware of their 
particular Contents; this certainly teaches 
us to inſiſt upon a due Notice and — 

105 


675 

Propoſition to our Judgment before we 
concur with any Man who takes upon 
him to be the Mouth of an Aſſembly, 
and Guide of Devotion. This certainly 
muſt raiſe an odd Opinion of thoſe whoa 
are ſo far from treating their Flocks ac- 
cording to this Divine Pattern by præ - 
acquainting them with their inſtant Pray- 
ers, Expreſſion, or even Matter, that they 
affect and ſtudy, if at all, to have it ſeem 
new and ſurprizing to them, and by Po- 
ſtures beſpeaking preſent and immediate 
Conception, bear them in hand, that they 
as little foreknow what ſhall bubble up 
next; and are as utter Strangers to it 
before it comes, as thoſe who hear it. 

And if impoling Prayer thus reflects 
upon the Adminiſtrator, it ſtill mach more 
reflects on and upbraids the Folly and 
Stupidity of the People, who let them- 
ſelves be thus unmanly treated, as to have 
Prayer at this rate obtruded upon them; 
if the Holy Spirit did not think it expe- 
dient publickly to adminiſter his own Re- 
velations, without giving out a Sample, 
and teaching them to thoſe, the Deſires 
of whole Souls they were to expreſs, 
that they might the better provide them- 
ſelves tor the foreſeen Diſcharge of each, 
Whether Supplication , or Gratulation; 

a 
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and might not give a Blindfold or Preci- 
png, Amen; but from Conſcience and 
nviction, breath out a full and hearty 
Aſſent to each Particular of addreſs to 
Heaven: Shall we take Prayer upon Truſt 
and Content from any other Hand ? Is it 
fit for a whole Aſſembly to fall in imme- 
diately with any Man upon Prejudice of 
his Sanctity, Abilities, &c. upon the Firſt 
tender? Tho' the Mind is very Swift in 
its Motions, and paiſes from Act to Act 
with ſo much diſpatch, that its Tranſi- 
ttons are Momentaneous, and follow each 
other ſo quick, that the Diſtances of Time 
between each, are too ſmall to be per- 
ceived ; but ſeveral of its Acts ſeem but 
as one. Yet however inſtantaneouſly it 
= from Thing to Thing, it ſtill does 
ut one Thing at once; and there is an 
Order and Succeſſion of ſeveral diſtinct 
Actings renewed, even where it runs Di- 
viſions too faſt to mark the Interſtices. 
And in Praying at the firſt hearing along 
witlr another 1n his Words, there are fo 
many Things regularly to be done one 
after another, as cannot by any activity 
of the Mind be crouded into fo narrow 
a Compaſs of Time, as is all that is al- 
lowed even by a deliberate Speaker in a 
continued Series of Oration, ſo as to Fach 
ac 
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Pace with him with Devout Concurrence; 
to Hear throughly ; to apprehend what 
is heard; to digeſt what is apprehended ; 
to glance over the Verbal Propriety ſo far 
as to perceive its being Juſt, Expreſſive, 
and r to feel Conviction of the 
Lawfulneſs of the Matter or Things pray'd 
for, as agreeable to God's Word and Will 
in general ; to apply it to ones Self and 
preſent Circumſtances as Matter of Duty 
and Neceſſity to me at this Time; to 
 Aﬀent to it thus Examin'd; to let that 
Aſſent be attended with due Degrees of 
Ardour, Reverence, Proſtration, and that 
whole Frame of Spirit, made up of all 
thoſe particular Terms of due Diſpoſi- 
tion, and good Behaviour in each Faculty, 
which conſtitute true Devotion, and are 
requir'd to make it an holy and acceptable 
Sacrifice : All theſe things are too many,and 
too much buſineſs, and of too great Impor- 
tance, for a Mind not apprized of its Pray- 
ers (ſo having them all to go thro?) to hud- 
dle over fo fait; but before they are diſcuſs'd 
as they ought, a Miniſter muſt leave, his 
Congregation behind him, unleſs he makes 
full Stands at the end of each Period; or | 
elſe muſt hurry them on ſo faſt along | 
with him, that many of their Aſſents 
muſt be Blind and Implicit , and their 


AR 


(73) 
Act of Devotion Incomplete, Indigeſted, 
and Irreverent. | * 
As a Prudent Man would not ſeal and 
execute a Bond without firſt peruſing it; 
nor a wiſe Man ſign an Addreſs to his 
Prince, which he that deſired his Concur- 
rence, would not give him the Privilege 
of hearing or ſeeing before he did it; 
nor any, but a Prophane one, would take 
ati Oath upon the tender, before he had 
firſt read, and well conſider'd it, or Swear 
ro he knew not wel} what before-hand, in 
words he was a Stranger to, as faſt as ano- 
ther Man could propound them to him ; 
ſo leaſt of all ſhould a Thouſand Men 
meet ſolemnly together, to fend up to God 
they themſelves knew not what, till their 
Aſſent to it was to be given. We may 
talk of Vnplicit Faith, but he that expects 
that a Congregation ſhould go his pace 
in praying, for what, and how they know 
nothing of before the inſtant they do it, 
J am ſure makes Men Pray implicitely; 
praying at ſuclra rate in a known Tongue, 
is but little lefs barbarous impoſition upon 
them, than if it were in an unknown, 
and they fay Amen, upon Terms much 
alike ; there without due Underſtanding, 
and here without due Conſideration; and 
yet what is ſtrange, they that thus follow 
i Extemporary 
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Extemporary they*re as Extempore Leaders 
in Prayer, and ſubmit their Publick De- 
votion to this more than Popiſh Servility, 
pleaſe themſelves with enjoying the great« 
eſt degree of Spiritual Liberty, and value 
themſelves for worſhipping God by Free 
Prayer, and not being under the Confine- 
ments of Liturgy and preſcribed Forms; 
whilſt at the ſame time they are tied down 
to them upon much worſe, and more 
diſingenuous Terms, than thoſe who pray 
by publickly ſtated aud authorized Forms; 
for eſtabliſh'd Forms or Liturgies, beſides 
the inequality of Authority, and being 
the Effects of ſuperior and united Judg- 

ment, and fit, if any, to be uſed by Men 
upon truſt, beyond at leaſt private and 
leſs mature Compoſitions, treat Men fair- 
ly and honourably, and are Preſcription 
upon manly Conditions, laying open to 
the World, and giving every Man'time 
to examine and conſider them; and all 
the Work of Preparation being over, Men 
have nothing to do but to pray, their 
Souls being ready and prepared to meet 


the Materials of their Devotion; but how- 
ever freely he that ties not himſelf to pre- 
ſcribed Forms may be thought to pray 
himſelf, choſe who are bound to ſtand to 
His Conceptions, tho? before order d and 
A pærme- 
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premeditated by him, yet Extemporary fill 
and unfore-thought, and ſeen by them, 
are preſcrib'd to upon the moſt ſlaviſhand 
meaneſt Conditions. Such Prayers may 
* ſcarce be reputed ours, whereof as we 
* know not a Syllable before-hand what 
© they are, ſo when they are utter'd we 
* often hear but little, underſtand leſs, and 
in our Judgments conſent to leaſt of all. 
(L'Eftrange Afﬀin, of Sacred Lit. Chap. 1.) 
Mr. Meat therefore, / Diſc. 1. on Matth. 6.9.) 
and Biſhop Taylor (Of Prayer Extemp.) ob- 
ſer ve, That ir is convenient the People 
ſhould know beforehand what the Mini- 
{ter puts up to God in their Names. 
Indeed, if he that adminiſters and uſes 
conceived Prayers of his own, is deſign'd 
only to Pray himſelf for the People, and 
in their Name and Stead, and they only 
come together to hear and ſee him do it, 
as Witneſſes of his Performance, and are 
not Joint. performers together with him, 
but pray only by him their Repreſenta- 
tive, and common Truſtee, the Reaſon 
and Neceſſity of his laying before them 
his Prayer beforehand in a great meaſure 
ceaſes; But if he is not only to pray for 
them, but they together with him are to 
pray in thoſe Words that he Dictates, I 
think they ovght to know what they are 
| to 
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to joyn in, as well as he; and he that 
pretends to demand a Congregation's 
Concurrence with him oa other Terms, 
it he have the Spirit of Prayer, has with 
it the Spirit of Pride, Impudence and Pre- 
ſumption, and thoſe who pray with him 
on thoſe terms, the Spirit of Bondage and 
Stupidity ; he ſhould pray by himſelf for 
me. Nor will I promiſe any Man, be he 
never ſo good, to have my Company, un- 
leſs he lets me firſt know what his Pray- 
ers are. He verily may give Thanks, &c. 
well, but I am not edified, as St. Paul ſays, 
in a Caſe much the ſame. And however 
the Caſe of Liturgie's ſtands ; yet thoſe who 
cannot comply with Praying always; on all 
_ Occaſions, by the ſame eſtabliſh'd Forms, 
but are for varying them diſcretionarily, 
as the State and Circumſtances of Things 
require, ought however to bid them; other- 
Wile they abuſe their People in the very 
Way they complain againſt Liturgies for 
doing, in the groſſeſt manner; and impoſe 
the very Grievance, they pretend it, impoſes: 
St. Paal (1 Cor. 14.) directs Prayer in an 
unknown Tongue not to be adminiſter'd 
without an Office of Illuſtration and Expo- 
ſition, not unlike bidding Prayer ; as (v. 13.) 
Let him that ſpeaketh in an anknown Tongue; 
pr that he may interpret. That is, Let him 
8 interpret 


| 
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( Grot. 1 Cor. 14.) 


6220 
interpret to others what the afflatus hath im- 
parted to him, (Whitby, 1 Cor. 14.) Oret 
ut memori animo retineat que Lingua ex- 
tern dixit, ut ſic eadem Grece poſſit exponere. 


- 
* 


So, (v. 14, 15 I will pray with the 
Spirit, and I will pray with the underſtanding 
alſo————elſe when thou ſhalt bleſs with the 
Spirit, hom ſhall he that occupieth the room 
of the unlearned, ſay Amen, at thy giving of 
Thanks? Where the Apoſtle makes the 


_ thorough apprehenſion of what we pray for 
ſo abſolutely neceſſary ; that tho' the Holy 
Fpirit himſelf inſpire both the Matter and 


Expreſſion ; ſo that Men are ſure, though 
they have not maturely conſider'd them, 
that they are excellently good, and that 


they may Safely with their whole Heart 


and Spirit, conſent to them; yet ſtill even 


this Pious Reſignation and praying on the 


beſt terms that Men can poſſibly, do it 
implicitely, he declares, tho? not ſinful, yet 
unprofitable, in compariſon to that which 
the Mind is let more adviſedly into, and 
taltes it felf the Force and verbal Propri- 
ety of: Inſomuch that he adviſes the in- 
ſpir'd Perſon himſelf that has the afflatus, 
who is beſt and moſt intimately aſſured 
and conſcious, that what he utters 1s the 
Dictate of the Spirit, not to put it up to 
55 | God, 
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God, till he has firſt uſed all Natural, and 
| begged Supernatural Aſſiſtance to under- 
ſtand it. (v. 13.) 

The Conſecration of bidding Publict 
Prayer in Chriſtian Aſſemblies by Primi- 
tive Practice, whilſt their Devotions were 
immediately under the miraculous dire- 
ction of the Holy Ghoſt's inſpired X&42zoue, 
was enough of it ſelf to perpetuate the 
Practice, and to derive down to all. future 
Forms of Divine Worſhip thoſe frequent 
Mulriform imitations of the pattern ; as 
whoſoever conſults the Apoſtolick Conſti- 
tutions, or any ancient 'Liturgies, mult 
obſerve ; there being hardly any Prayer 
offer'd up by the Aſſembly without the 
Deacon's bidding it by ſome Form of In- 
diction, Not that ſuch Diaconal Indiction 
was merely Symbolical, and preferved by 
the Church only Monumentally, as com- 
. memorative of that Method divinely at 
firſt Inſtituted by the Holy Spirit; but 
the Reaſon and Uſes alſo for which it was 
at firſt employed, whilſt Aſſemblies were 
immediately conducted by rhe divine X«- 
Seo lle, after the Ceſſation of that Gift, 
when Liturgies were now ſettled, were as 
ſtrong as before; thro? the Circumſtances 
of Manuſcript Times, the Rarity of Co- 
pies and Literature, as before mention'd. 
_ And 
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And in the Latine Church, when the Pray- 
ers were ſettled in an unknown Tongue; 
This ſtill gave further and freſh Reaſon, 
and doubled the occaſion for interpreta- 
tive Indiction of the Nature of the bia- 
aing to the Prayers of the Beads, and 
to ſet up ſuch an Office De Novo, had it 
not been before in Being. 

And let this be the Firſt account of the 
Origin of our 55th Canon, and the Bia- 
aing the Beads its Parent, that it is a 
Monumental Remain of the Diaconal In- 
diction of Prayers in ancient Liturgies ; 
which Indiftion-it ſelf was a Symbol of 
what was practiſed in the Primitive. 
Church, whilſt the Holy Ghoſt imme- 
diately fupplied by himſelf the Want of 
ſertled Service, till ſuch time as Liturgies 
were compoſed and ſettled from the Pat- 
tern upon the Ceſſation of that miracu- 
lous Devotion. 

Mr. Thorndike, p. 348.) © According to 
© the Expoſition of St. Chry/otom proved 
© good atore theſe Prayers which 1n the 
© Primitive Times were made by Men 


indued with Prophetick Graces, called 


* the Spirit, were afterwards miniſter'd 
* by the Deacon poing afore the People, 
* which holds good of theſe, not only ac- 
* cording to all Liturgies and Authori- 

tles 


( 85) 


© ties alledged ; But according to Juſtin 
in Chief, and in the Eldeſt Place, who 
when he relates that he which mini- 
ſtred the Euchariſt, began not but with 
the Thankſgiving, after theſe which he 
calls the Common Prayers were ended, 
gives Preſumption enough, that the ſaid 
Common Prayers were miniſtred by the 
Deacon with him, as with St. Chry/oſtoms. 
Id.) In lieu of Spiritual Graces in 
Prayer, which were uſed to make Sup- 
lications for the Neceſſities of all Mem- 
ers and States of the Church, under 
the Apoſtles---Prayers afterwards in moſt 
Parts of the Church were Indicted by 
the Deacon, and made by the People, 
which both for the Manner and Sub- 
ſtance were coriceived afore, to be the 
Original of thoſe that ſince have been 
called Liturgies. 
Let me obſerye, that the practical Pre- 
caution of previous Repetition of their 
Prayers to the Aſſembly was admirably 
contrived to keep up the Dignity of 
Prayer, teaching Men how mature an act 
it ought to be; that they ought zt t 
be 7405 with their Mouth, and haſty in their 
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Hart to utter any Thiag before the Lord, 
(Eccleſ.) but carefully to weigh both 


Words and Matter, before they offer it to 
| G 3 God; 


each Prayer ſeems double; but the Lat- 


( 86 ) 
God; ſo far ought they to be from ruſh- 


ing in upon it, at an Extempore or Ran- 


dom Rate. And that it ought to be in 
that Matter above all others, 


Omnia percepi atq, animo mecum ante peregi. 


We meet with ſeveral remarkable In- 


ſtances of the Churches keeping up the 


full and perfect fort of Bidding Prayer, by 
previous rehearſal to the Congregation. 

In the 187% Canon of Laodicea, we find 
the Prayers run double; two the very 
ſame being preſcribed, the Second and Third; 
which Mr. Thorxdike is at a Loſs about. 
(Rel. Aſſem. p. 344.) 

In the Apoſtolick Conſtitutions we-find 
the ſame Prayer coming preſently over 


again; which Mr. Thorndike alſo juſtly 
thinks ſomewhat ſtrange. (Rel. Aſſem. 


p. 374.) 


In the Liturgies aſcribed to St. Baſil and 
St. Chryſoſtom, he obſerves Prayers coming 
over and over again alſo. | 

But the moſt compleat and eminent In- 
ſtance of it, appears in the Roman Miſſal, 
in the Office of Good- Friday, where Eight 
ſeveral Collects, or Prayers, are adminiſtred 
by each its Indiction preceding, ſo that 


ter 


( 87 ) 
ter is only the Prayer, and the former of 
each its Indiction. The Firſt Prayer I tran. 
ſcribe for Example fake. CARS 


© Oremus, dilectiſimi nobis, pro Eccleſia 
& [anita Dei: Ut eam Deus & Dominus 
« noſter pacificare, adunare & cuſtoaire dig- 
* netur toto orbe terrarum, ſubjicteps ei prin- 
© cipatus & poteſtates ; deque nobis quiet am 
«© & tranquillam vitam de gentibus glorificare 
% Deum Patrem omnipotentem oremus, Diac. 
« flectamus genua. Subdiac. leva te. 

Omuipotens ſempiterne Deus, qui g loriam 
ce tua omnibus in Chriſto gentibus reve- 
% /aſti : Cuſtodi opera miſericordiæ tne : Ot 


&« Eccleſia tua toto orbe diffuſa ſtabili fide 


«© i confeſſione tui nominis perſeveret ; per 
« eundem Dominum noſtrum. Amen. 


Thc Matter of theſe Prayers no leſs 
than the Mode of their Adminiſtration, 
ſhow them to be Monumeats of no ſmall 
Antiquity ; one of them being a Prayer 
for the Univerſality of the Roman Empire, 
as I take it. © Oremas pro Rege noſtro 
& Chriſtianiſſimo, at Deus & Dominus noſter 
« ſabaitas illi faciat omnes barbaras Natio- 
*.zes”. For the reducing all barbarous 
Nations under him, ſeems only competent 
to the Emperour, whillt the Empire was 
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| 688) 
yet unbroke, and the calling him King 
( pro Rege) looks as if it were Tranſlateed 
from the Greeks, who'called the Roman 
 Emperour, G,, d,, Pd u, tua pdyau 
o ovdxilov. ( Diomſ. Perieg.) And another 
particularly for Catechumens only, Lan- 
guage in both that taſtes of early Cen- 
turies. Upon this Sett of Prayers thus 
adminiſter'd, Darandus, the old Ritualiſt, 
in his Rationale of Divine Offices, ſays it 
is, Vetus & inſolitus mos Orandi, and that 
the former Form of each Prayer, is not Or- 
tio, but Exhortatio ut Oremus, ſive præfat io 
ſeu monitio exprimens quid ſive pro quo in 
ſequenti Oratione orandum, ſub tono Præfa- 
tionis non Orationis dicitur. Who gives us 
this Note of Diſtinction between an In- 
diction and Prayer. That to Prayer is 
anſwer'd, Amen. But not to Indiction. 
Bit there is another Original of bidding 
Prayer, reſpecting the Duty of Prayer as 
to certain Points, and ſome of its Mat- 
ter, upon the account of its Eminence di- 
ſtinguiſhed by that Mode of Adminiſtra- 
tion; and is the Bidding of Prayer of the 
third Kind, as it has the Nature of a 
Charge, to which the 55% Can will 
yet appear more evidently entitled, and 
of which Nature I conceive it will 
be found, and this aroſe from St. PauPs 
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Direction to Timothy (1 Tim. 2.) “ 7 
tc exhort therefore that firft of all, Prayers and 
« Supplications, Interceſſons and giving of 
« Thanks be made for all Men. 1 

« For Rings and all that are in Autho- 
ce rity, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
«© Life, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, " 

Grotias, (1 Tim. z.) Mos hic egregius, 
© ut multa laudabilia, venit à Judzis, &c. 
Making theſe Things the Subject of Pub- 
© lickPrayer was derived from the Jews ; 
Amongſt whom, Philo and Joſephus ſhew 
it uſual for the High- Prieſt to have made 
Prayers, Thankſgivings, and Sacrifice, for 
the World and its ſeveral Parts ; for all 
Mankind, for Kings and thoſe in Autho- 
rity ; but ſince the Holy Ghoſt had him- 
ſelf vouchſated to furniſh the Church mi- 
raculouſly with Forms of Publick Prayer; 
however conformable St. Paul's Directions 
might be to what was practiſed by the 
Jews, it is more agreeable to think, that 
the Apoſtle's preſcriptions more immedi- 
ately regarded thoſe revealed Patterns; 
and are propoſed as a ſtanding Directory 
upon their Ceſſation, purſuant to them, 
as Mr. Thorndike juſtly imagines, and o- 
thers. | 

(Dr. Hammond. Annot. on St. Jade,v.20. 
There was in theſe firſt Times xceuowe 
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aue the Gift of Prayer — This faith 


St. Chryſoſtom, was beltowed es wa vie, 


K KM K R M M a 6 


£ 


upon ſome one, who did pray for the 
reſt, and ask thoſe Things which were 
uſeful for them, and teach others 
how to form Prayers; ſome of theſe thus 
conceived and frequently uſed, which 
were fit for the common perpetual uſe 
of all Chriſtians, were received and kept 


by thoſe whom they thus Taught, and 


are they which the Ancients mean by 


their Liturgies of St. James, &c. 
Id. 16.) © When theſe extraordinary M- 


eo gal ceaſed, it is clear there was need 
of ſomewhat elſe to ſupply that Place ; 
and that would not be to let every Man 
pray as he would ; for, for the preventing 
of that it was that the 3915 had before 
been given; but ſet prepared Forms for 
the daily conſtant Uſes,and thoſe provided 
by the Governours of the Church ; Apo- 
ſtolical Men which had benefited under 
the Prayers of thoſe that had the xeerower, 
and remember'd ſome Forms of theirs, 
at leaſt the Method and manner uſed 
by them. | pf | 
Bur whence ſoever the Apoſtle's preſcrip- 


tions here for Publick Prayer might them- 
ſelves be derived, *cis molt certain a great 


deal was derived from them ; being the 


Plan 


(9m) : 

Plan and Model upon which the Church 
formed all her after Liturgies ; and in pur. 
ſuance of which more particularly, was 
formed one grand Collect, under the Name 
of the Common-Prayer, for all States or 
Orders and Degrees of Men anſwerable 
to the Particulars of Preſcription : Or ra- 
ther indeed, that Collect or ſingle Prayer 
ſeems firſt to have been the whole Service 
and from that Simple-Prayer diverlifye 
and broke into ſeveral Offices, Liturgies 
' ſeem to have been form dd. 

To give this Prayer the greater Autho- 
rity, and to make Mea more ſenſible of 
the Obligation they were under to pray 
for thoſe Things which it contain'd ; it 
was uſual to read St. Paul's Order to Ti. 
mothy before it, as the Churches divine 
and poſitive Commiſſion for it; and to en- 
join it, by previouſly putting them in Mind 
whence it came, and by vertue of what 
Direction they were, at their peril, not to 
neglect its Diſcharge, by rehearſing St. Paul's 
Exhortation, if not verbatim, yet the Sub- 
ſtance of it Paraphraſed. Of this Prayer 
it ſelf, as well as of the Cuſtom of thus 
Solemaly indicting or enjoy ning it, Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Story abounds with Teſtimo- 
nies from the Firſt Ages. 


St. na- 


3 1 1 
St. Ienatius (Ep. ad Magneſ.) mentions , 
a Neuß I yas, ate Een V, one and the 
ſame, or the Common-Prayer. | 
Juſtin Martyr (2. Apol.) takes notice alſo 
of the Kowy wgoowy, the Common. Prayer, 
by which he does not deſign, as it ſigni- 
fies with us, the whole Order and Body 
of the Publick Service ; but one particular 
Branch of it only. 1 
Clemens Alexanarinus (Strom. 7.) Micy | 
@Gvuv TH molyiv. | | 
It was called the Common- Prayer, partly 
becauſe the whole Aſſembly join'd in it; 
whereas other Prayers were performed 
privately, and particularly by the ſeveral 
Ranks into which Believers were then di- 
ſtinguiſhed, Viz. Catechumens, Penitents, and 
, or thoſe in full State; each of which 
had their diſtin Offices to themſelves, 
only in this Prayer they all concurred; 
yet ſo, that it was alſo appropriate to the 
ſeparate Service of each State; ſo that 
after being adminiſtred to the whole Al- 
ſembly, it was yet again prayed over 
when the Catechumens were excluded ; 
and was uſed alſo again in the Office of 
the Euchariſt, by the ws! alone, when 
both the Catechumens and Penitents were 
diſmiſs'd ; to which Service of the Eu- 
chariſt it was ſo peculiar, that Mr. T * 
ile 


(930 
dike (Rel. Aſemb. Chap. 10.) obſerves its 
Indiction was there alſo again repeated, 
© He which celebrated the Euchariſt in the 
* ſame Form, was wont to exhort the peo- 
© ple to make this Prayer for all States 
Conn e 

Id. Ib. A thing that ſeemeth to me 
* ſomewhat ſtrange, that according to the 
general Cuſtom of the Church declared 
* afore, Prayer having been made by the 
* People a little before upon the ſame Sub- 
© jet, that is for all States of Chriſt's 
* Church, tho? not in the ſame manner, 
but bidden by the Deacon, and anſwer'd 
* by the People, the ſame Prayers ſhould 
© be again repeated by him that celebra- 
ted the Euchariſt at the Lord's Board. 

The ſame Perſon obſerves, That a great 
part of the Canon of the Maſt is nothing but 
this old Common Prayer tranſpoſed and can- 
ton'd out. 

Id. p. 372.) The Order of this Prayer 
* in the Canon of the Maſs, is ſomewhat 
ſtrange, for he that will take notice of 
that which goes before the words of In- 
© ſtirution, and that which follows after 
* the ſame, until the Lord's Prayer, may 
* obſerve, that they are all Parcels of this 
* Prayer for all States. | 


A 


„ 
A ſecond Reaſon of its being called the 
Common Prayer, was its conſiſting of all 
the Modes or Kinds of Prayer, to wit 
cee ) Supplications, (ngoowyo) Prayers, 
(Crete) Intercefſions, (wxceuiac) givings 
of Thanks. 3 
Or Thirdly, becauſe it was not li- 
mited to any, either particular Time or 
Method of diſcharge; one Prayer was to 
be executed d awry; another war* I 
only; this kurve or inqurirc, &c. but 
this our Prayer had all theſe ways of diſ- 
charge, not any one of them only; all 
Modes, Times and Places, being free to 
it, Open, Secret, Pablick, Private, at Church, 
in the Cloſet, Men were bound to pray 
for its Contents; by the Act of Uniformi- 
ty, Common is expounded by open Prayer 
(1 Eliz, Cap- 1.) 
Or Fourthly, it was called Common 
Prayer from the Comprehenſiveneſs of its 
Matter, taking in together with the Aſſem- 
bly, the whoſe World, and all the com- 
mon and publick Wants of Mankind, up- 
on which account St. Cyprian calls the 
Lord's Prayer the Common-Prayer (de Orat. 
Dom.) and which very anciently, if not 
originally made part of the Diſcharge, if 
not of the Charge of the Common-Prayer 
we are ſpeaking of, to ſupply whatever 
- | Detects 
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Defefts might be in its Form, and ſecure 


its compleat Relation to all the particular 


Matters indicted. The uſe of which there- 
fore our Church particularly gives in 


Charge to that purpoſe, in her 55th Ca- 


uon ſtill. 8 
((Tlorndiſte, Rel. Aſſemb. Cap. 10.) In 
call Liturgies extant, which tho' they be 
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not ſo Ancient as the Titles of them pre- 
tend, nevertheleſs retain the traces of 
ancient Forms in all Parts, it is eafily to 
be perceived, both by the Form of theſe 
Prayers, which are miniſter'd by the 
Deacon, the People anſwering ; and alſo 


by the Subject of them, for all States 


of the Church, and the proſperous Con- 
dition of it, that they are nothing elſe 
but thoſe common Prayers whereof Jaſtin 
Martyr, of ſo ancient Time ſpeaketh, ac- 
cording to the Forms practiſed at ſeveral 
Times, and in ſeveral Places. 
Id. Were afterwards miniſtred by 
the Deacon going before the People, 
which holds goed of theſe not only ace 
cording to all Liturgies and Authori- 
ties alledged; but according to Faſtin 
in Chief and in the eldeſt Place; who 
when he relates that he which miniſtred 
the Euchariſt began not but with the 
Thankſgiving, after theſe he calls 'Hhe 
Common 
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© Common Prayers, gives preſumption e- 
© nough, that he ſaid common Prayers 
© were miniſtred by the Deacon with him, 
6 as With St- Chryſaſtom. 

Note farther, That being bid by the 
Deacon, the Prayers mult be preſcribed ; 
for the Deacons being the Loweſt Order, 
was not to Order the Aſſemblies Devotion 
to be ſure. We. 

Let the next Evidence be St. Cyprian, 
Ante omnia patris Doctor atq; unitatis 
Magiſter ſingulatim voluit & viventium 
precem fieri, ut quiſq; cum precetur non 
pro ſe tantum precetur, - publiea eſt 
nobis & communis Oratio, & cum ore- 
© mus non pro uno ſed pro populo toto 
< oramus. 1 

Id. Ep. ad Cler.) * Unuſquiſq; oret Do- 
© minum non pro ſe tantum, ſed pro om- 
* nibus, &c. | 
Tiertul. Apol. l. 39.) Oremus proImpe- 
© ratoribus, pro Miniſtris eorum, & Pote- 
© ſtatibus ſæculi, &c. 1 

Id.) © Pro ſtatu ſæculi, pro rerum qui- 
© ete, &c. | 2 

St. Ambroſe) Hæc regula Eccleſiaſtica 
© tradita eſt a Magiſtro gentium, &c. 
Speaking of this Prayer, 
Ia. de Sacram.) © Oratio præmittitur pro 
populo, pro regibus, pro cæteris, . 
a The 
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The Apoſtolick Conſtitutions abound 
with Inſtances both of the Prayer, and its 
indictive Mode of Adminiſtration. oF 

Apoſt. Conſtit.) d Ts &u&oG, 1 & dH 
Tivo, & * Standing on ſome high Place, 
or from a Pulpit ; the Deacon uſed to 
* inſtruct the People what they were to 
* do, and to call upon them to pray in 
© ſuch Manner and Form as he dictated 
* to them. 

I CA Texulhgs xol TH As ena wts* 
p MUONG EmMIOHOT HG, &c. d JO pry p Cote 
N 0% K, N i voy D ,., Ivo He 
0% s, g ge , 0 ο BIOY E N, 
Ag h tv x09 Evorcda x, otuveTHl, &c. 
in the very Words of St. Paul ſhewing 
its Original, and the very Language of the 
Form of the Beads. | 

St. Auguſtin (Ep. 119. Janu) communis 
Oratio voce Diacont indicitur. 

Id. Tb. Quando autem non eſt tempus 
cum fratres in Eccleſia congregantur 
ſancta cantandi, niſi cum legitur, aut 
* diſputatur, aut communis oratio voce 
* Diaconi indicitur. Item (Ey. 106 & 118 ) 

St. Chryſoſtom, (1 Tim 2. 1.) Together 
with Notice of the Churches Prayer in 
purſuance, aſſigns alſo the Reaſon and End. 
"AvTi TE ααντ,⁰j õSPEνẽe isi, TATE Wore unde 
eviay Wiecov, TATE An Car Re 4500 RIG WA; 
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Which part of the Service was therefore 
called the demncs, in the Greek Liturgies, 
being bude 7 Se x, ivondda THE mus 
#oojlus. And Grotins (1 Tim, 2.) takes no- 
tice how far this Prayer anſwer'd its End. 

* Hzc precatio eventum ſuum habuir 
* aliqua ex parte in Adriano, Severo, An- 
* tonino, qui Chriſtianis æqui admodum 
* fuere, perfectius vero in Conſtantino, & 
* poſt eum principibus Romanis, deinde 
* & aliorum populorum regibus. 

Not to mention that the Practice of it 
diſtinguiſhed, eſpecially with its Indiction 
or being ſolemnly given in Charge, and 
the Neceflity of its Duty denounced and 
perpetually inculcated , furniſhed the Apo- 
logiſts with the beſt Plea to {top the Per- 
ſecutions, and confute the Slanders raiſed 
upon Chriſtianity, as a Doctrine of Diſ- 
order and Rebellion to civil Government, 
Mention hereof we find in Eaſebias (De 
vita Conſtant.) St. Cyril (Catech. 5. & 10.) 
St. Baſil, St, Chryſoſtom, &c. Intomuch that 
the Author De vocatione Gentium, lays, 
Quam legem ſupplicationis, ita omnium 
© Sacerdotum, & omnium fidelium devo- 
tio concorditer tenet, ut nulla pars mundi 
* fit in qua hujuſmodi orationes non cele- 
 breatur, a populis Chriſtianis, &c. 


Stk. 
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St. Auguſtin (Ep. 59.) acknowledges the 
whole Order of the Service by which the 
Euchariſt was celebrated to be preſcribed 
in theſe Words of St. Paul to Timothy. 

This general Cuſtom of the Ancient 
© Church, gather'd from the marvellous 
* agreement of all ancient Forms of Ser- 
vice, ſpeaks aloud, that this Prayer for 
© All Men, came from the order of the 
© Apoſtle. (Thornd.) ; > 

Whoever compares this Common-Prayer 
thus derived, and deſcending down by 
Univerſal Teſtimony in all Churches, by 
its Name, Matter, Form, Mode of admi- 
tration by being previouſly Indicted or 
given in Charge, will eaſily conſent that 
the Office of the Beads was this ſame 
piece of Primitive Devotion ; tho? we do 
not nicely and regularly trace it down 
to the place where we left it, and now 
return to it again. 24h 2 Bs 

My late Lord of Sarum (Hiſt- Reform. 
p. 159.) gives this Account of the Mode of 
its Diſcharge Afterward the Prayer was 
© Bid, and not afterward openly repeated; 
© but the People, together with the Prieſt, 
* prayed it over in Silence. 

But as the Iadictian reſpected not any 
one particular only, but ſeveral diſcharges, 
fo this its Diſcharge Su c ie, did not hin- 
3 H 2 der 
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1 alſo executed by open Prayer in the Ser- 
vice alſo, by ſome relative correſpondent 


Form. 
Having ſeen whence our Canon came, 


Hands; let us now conſider how far our 
Reformation has affected this Monument 
of Primitive Antiquity and univerſal Pra- 
tice; and what Reaſon there is to ſup- 
poſe, that ſhe has alter'd the Nature of 
an Office handed down to her by ſuch 
Tradition, and dropping its Original De- 
ſign, foilted upon her Members its Form 
to novel and different furpoiey without 
tormal-or-due notice. 

* Firſt; It is certain that the Reaſon of 
the Office is the lame. now that ever it 
Was, and the Duty and Obligation of 
pray ing for: the Things there mention'd, 
being as great now as heretofore, there is 
the tame Occaſion tougive it in charge, 
as when the Office was firſt inſtituted by 
the Church; and if is/was ever Neceſſary 
or Expedicnr to 5 wank a CHArgpid it is 


05% If it is ſaid the Ind; Aion is no lon- 
ger Neceſſary, becauſe, what was charged 


by it, is now actually diſcharged by our 
| | Church 
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that our Church received it from Popiſh 
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Church in her Liturgy, where all the 
things given in Charge are in each Office 
of it repeatedly performed, and that it is 

ſuperfluous to tell thoſe They mult Pray 

for the King, &c. who have already done 
it twice or thrice over, in the Body of the 

daily Service; in the Litany ; in the Com- 
munion Service; and who are by fettled 
Courſe going to do it again in the Poſt 
Service, and that the Church ſeems in- 
duſtriouſly to have ſuperſeded the Office 
of Indiction by the Prayer, for he whole 
State of Chriſt's Church Militant here on 
Earth ; which both does the Thing, and 
alſo ſupplies the office of Injunction of 
it, by giving us in its Introduction, the 
Ground of its Enforcement, that we were 
bound to it by vertue of Sr. Paul's Order; 


Who by thy Holy Apoſtle haſt taught us, &C. 


Azſw. To this I anſwer, That the Chur- 
ches praying in her Liturgy before, for 
thoſe Things ſhe is ſuppoſed to bid Prayer 
for in her 5 5% Canon after wards, is ſo far 
irom rendring ſuch bidding needleſs ; that 
ſuch biading aſterward well accounts for 
praying for thoſe Things before, and 
v indicates it; the Church thereby practi- 


ſing the Duty the injoins. 
| The 
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The fame we find done in ancient Li- 
turgies; in each of whoſe Offices, though 
thoſe Things that were bia, were before 
prayed for, yet were they nevertheleſs bid 
afterwards; and the Indictive Nature and 


Deſign of the Canon is fo far from being 


ſuperſeded by the ſucceeding Prayer for 
the whole State of Chriſt's Church, &c. in the 
Poſt Service, Thai the Indiction ſeems 
to point at that Prayer, as the Counterpart 
of that its Relative and Correſpondent, 
by which the Church ſeems to have exe- 
cured and fulfilled, what ſhe in the Ca- 
non gives in Charge. 

And laſtly, as has been obſerved, the 
Charge 1s not given with reſpect to any 
particular Form by which it is to be exe- 
cuted, nor with intent of preſent and im- 
mediate Execution only, but asa Charge 
of Duty upon Life, and upon every Man's 
Devotions at all times privately, as well 
as publickly ; and is as much as to fay, It 
is the Duty of you all in general, and 
of each of you in particular, in all your ſet, 
full, and deliberate Prayers, not to confine 
them to your ſelves only, and to your 
particular Relations and Intereſts ; but you 
are bound both by vertue of God's poſi- 
tive Command, St. Paul's Direction, and 
the Churches conſtant Practice, to let the 
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following Particulars of common import 
to have a place ſtill, and be particularly 
commemorated by you, and to fill up the 
Defects and cover the Imperfections of 
your Prayers, it is the ſure and ſafeſt Way, 
always to employ the Lord's Prayer. For 


the Lord's Prayer I take to be preſcribed 


in the Canon not to be wrought and exe- 
cuted in the Pulpit by actual Devotion, 
by Miniſter or People; but to teach and 
inculcate it to the illiterate: For in the be- 
ginning of the Reformation, the Creed was 
alſo for the ſame reaſon repeated along 
With it in the Pulpit; and to bid and give 
its conſtant uſe in Charge to all in all Set 

and ſolemn Prayer. | 
Having hitherto ſeen the Origin of the 
55th Canon, and Hiſtorical Evidences, in 
ja vour of its being a Bidding of Prayer; 
that is, a Charge of Prayer given in the 
Churches Name, and pronounced as in 
her Voice, both to Miniſter and People, 
2 Charge not only to be executed pre- 
ſently as the Miniſter gives it, nor in the 
ſacceeding Prayer, ior the whole State of 
Chriſt's Church, where its particulars are 
anſwer'd ; but a Charge of Prayer inde- 
finite as to Time, Place, or Perſons uni- 
verſally Obligatory as to all, Let us now 
in order to compleat the Argument, ſee 
"T0 this 
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this the Canon's Senſe and Deſign in Com- 
petition, with ſuch other different Opinion 
or Practice, as are ſet up againſt it. 


The Declaration of the Royal Eccleſiaſtical 
Supremacy the End of the 55th Canon. 


I have heard and known ſome who 
thought the 55th Canon to have been 
nothing elſe Originally but a Contri— 
vance under Heury the 8th, to propagate 
the Doctrine of his Eccleſiaſtical Supre- 
macy in oppoſition to the Papal. Or, if 
there was ſuch a Thing in being before, 
yet that was the Reaſon of its Continu- 
ance ; the Clauſe of Declaration of which 
Supremacy by the Clergy 1n purſuance of 
Royal Injunftion firſt, and of Law, Par- 
liamentary and Convocational ſince, and 
recommending and ma king that Doctrine 


thereby familiar to the People, is its whole 


deſign without any thing farther Religious 
or Devotional, at firſt directly intended by 
it; and conſequently if that Declaration 
is but made, the Canon is anſwer'd, and 
both the Church and State have their end. 


If that is neglected, however full Men are, 
. whether in praying or directing, as to all 


the other particulars, they deteat the Ca- 
nons main Delign ; all beſide having but 
12 7 8888 | he 
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the Nature of Vehicleand Circumſtance to 
cloath that Declaration, that it might not 
ſtand naked, or be bluntly and abruptly 
made, but to give it a more decent and 
Solema Air. 

Dr. Steward in his Judgment of private 
Prayer in Publick, ſeems to come near this 
Opinion. —“ In the Times of Popery the man- 
© ner was to ule the Lord's Prayer,or elſe an 
Axe Maria betore Sermon; So that when 
© Edward the 6th came to compoſe his 
© [njunctions, he made Choice (as he had 

good reaſon) of the Lord's Prayer for 
* that Purpoſe; but becauſe it was thought 
© fit, that the King's juſt Supremacy in 
© Eccleſiaſtical Things ſhould be at leaft 
Weekly publiſhed to the People, it was 
© thought expedient to premiſe to the Pa- 
ter Noſter, a Form (as his Injunction tiles 
* it) of bidding Prayer. 

Tho? 1 cannot come into this Hypothe- 
ſis that makes all the other Particulars of 
the 55th Canon, beſides the Declaration 
of the Royal Supremacy, to be no better 
than plauſible Amuſement, ornamentally 
to ſer off, and the better to inſinuate the 
Doctrine of the Supremacy which it is 
{ublervieat ro, as the principal; or that 
all the reſt is ot inferiour or ſecondary De- 
ſign to that. Yet I do thus far agree, 

that 
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that the Clauſe by which the King's Su- 
premacy is declared, is an Eſſential part 
of the Canon, ſo far that he that never 
ſo punctually diſcharges every other par- 
ticular, and does not in formal Words, ac- 
knowledge the Supremacy, anſwers not 
one of its great ends; nay, he that pur- 
ſues not the Canon in any other parti- 
cular, offends only againſt Eccleſiaſticał 
Order, but he that contemptuoufly omits 
that, is a Tranſgreſſor both againſt Church 
and State, the other particulars being re- 
quired to be complied withal by Canon 
only ; but that by way of Eminence, by 
Civil Authority and Canon both. 

How great Intereſt the Clauſe of the 
Regal Supremacy has in the defign of the 
Canon, will appear by our conſidering, 

Firſt, The Importance of the Doctrine 
of Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy, which was 
the ground and prime Article of the Re. 
formation, and virtually, if not aQually, 
includes the whole Reformation which 
ſprung from thence ; without that open- 
ing the way, and giving the Right to the 
whole, nothing elſe could have been done 
to any purpoſe, but what was at the Pope's 
Mercy to undo again at pleaſure ; and 
the Pope might well enough ſuffer, as he 
did, Queen Elisabeth to confirm our wo 

jos CIOr- 
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Reformation and Liturgy beſide, provided 
his Supremacy might but be reſerved to 
him; as well knowing, that as long as we 
dragged about that part of our Chain, he 
had us faſt enough, and could pull us back 
ro him at any time, however otherwiſe 
broke looſe. 

To ſecure therefore this grand Article, 
upon which all Powes and Right of Re- 
formation of themſelves by Chriftian Com- 
munities depends, Fury the VIIIth, not 
content with Acts of Parliament ¶ Heury 
VIII. 25, & 26.) That made denying the 
Royal Supremacy Treaſon, Votes, Re- 
ſolves, and Recognitions of his Right in 
Convocation; the Determinations of the 
Univerſities, and Judgment of his Learn- 
ed, making both Parliament and Conyo- 
cation back each their Acts and Reſolves 
with particular Subſcriptions, exacting an 
Oath alſo from them, as alfo from Biſhops 
at their Promotion to their Sees ; a Policy 
borrowed from the Pope himſelf ; which 
Oath King Edward the VIth extended to 
all the Clergy, and inſerted it in the Form 


of Ordination, and Queen Elizabeth again 


extended it to all Perſons whatſoever, of 
whoſe Principle that way the Govern- 
ment thinks it fit to have more than 
common Security; in purſuance of his He- 
> BY cleſiaſtical 
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cleſiaſtical Supremacy thus reſtored to 
him by Act of Parliament, &c. veſting 
him with the 8%, Title, All Juriſdictions, 
Authorities, &c. belonging to it; and full 
Power to Reareſs, Reform, Order, Correct, 
Reſtrain, from time to time, and Amend, 
all ſuch Errors and Aluſes, Offences, Con- 
tembis, and Enormities, whatſoever they be, 
which by any manner of Spiritual Authority, 
or Juriſdiction, ought, or may lawfully be re- 
formed, &c. he put out a Proclamation, 
Anno 1534. intitled, 4 Proclamation for 
the aboliſhing the uſurped Power of the Pope, 
by which all the Clergy every Sunday 
in the Year, were injoin'd to Teach, Preach, 
Publiſh and Declare, in all manner of 
Churches, his juſt Title, Stile, and Fariſ- 
diction of being Supreme Head of the Church; 
and by his Letters to each Biſhop gave 
parcicular Directions for the Proclamations 
being executed; in which Proclamation 
was allo included an Order to raſe the 
Pope*s Name, his Titles and Relations, out 
of all Prayers, Oriſons, Rubrichs, Canons of 
Maſs Books, and all other Books in Churches, 
and to put the Xing's Name, &c. in its 
ſtead ; (Fox. Vol. 2. p. 556.) 1 

About two Fears or more, after this 
Proclamation for the Clergies weekly De- 
claration of the Royal Supremacy, put- 

ting 
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ting out Injunctions by his Vicar General 
Crommell, by one of them the Clergy were 
injoin'd, To declare manifeſt and open in their 
Sermons and Collations every Sunday, frſt, 
for one quarter of a Tear, and aftermards twice 
a Quarter for a Tear, to the utmoſt of their 
Abilities, the Kjng's juſt Title to mg 5. 
cal Supremacy; which, by the by, ſeems 
to be as often as they preach'd then, un- 
leſs particularly obliged to it, ſince we 
find, by an Injunction following, for Mi. 
niſters to preach once a Quarter. 

It was not to any Order concerning it 
in particular, but to this general one in 
this Proclamation, that the Office of the 
Beads ſeems to have owed that its firſt 
Alteration mentioned by the Author of 
the Hiſtory of the Reformation, when he 
ſays, All the Change Ring Henry made in 
the Form of the Beads, was, That he 
Pope gud Cardinals Mames being left ont, 
he was order d to be mention d with his Title 
, Supreme Head. Nor does it appear 
to me that this Correction of it was at 
firſt with any direct Deſign of its going 
in diſcharge of the weekly Declarati- 
on of the Supremacy which the Clergy 
were obliged to make, or, that that their 
Declaration was by any poſitive Order 


confined to this Office, but was ſome- 
| thing 
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thing more full, ſolemn, and diſtinct be- 


fide, but that its being ſo was a practical 


turn of the Clergies, who taking advan- 

tage of the Offices Correction, made its 
corrected uſe, go alſo inſtead of their 
weekly Declaration, which thereby be- 


came lodge d in it, and the Office looked 


upon as the Seat of that Shzboleth thence 
forward. e $J 

It was this devolution of the Declara- 
tion of the Supremacy upon the Office of 
the Beads, that ſer it ſo much in the eye 
of the Goverament, and made it ſo much 
our Princes Care and Regard, and helped 


it to its Reformations afterwards z and its 


uſe the Subject of particular Enquiry, as 
being look'd upon as now having the De- 
claration of the Royal Supremacy by the 
Clergy united to it, and incorporated in 


However King Edward not thinking 
the Clergies uſe of the Beads according to 
his Lirettion, acknowledgment ſufficient 
of his Supremacy, iſſued out beſide that, 
Injunctions alſo, obliging the Clergy four 
times 4 Tear at leaſt, publickly, in their Ser- 
mons and Collations, to declare 45 the 51 
ple their Approbation of, and Aﬀent to the 
Kagel S and juſt Cauſes of aboliſh- 
ing the Papal, more fully and formally 
than in the Beads; Under 
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Under Queen El:z4beth, beſides the en- 
larging the Oath of Supremacy occaſionally 
to all Perſons, and making farther Penal 
Laws (15 Eliz.) againſt the oppugners of 
the Regal Supremacy, and aſſerters of the 
Papal, the care of the poſitive propagation 
of that Doctrine ſeems chiefly committed 
to the Teſt of it, by the Clergy's Decla- 
ration of it for themſelves, and inculcation 
to the People, in the Office of the Beads, 
which being now turned into a Canon, 
and having the Clauſe of acknowledgment 
of the Royal Supremacy incorporated into 
it, and the Clergy obliged to the conſtant 
uſe of it, was thought enough both to 
anſwer the Injunction of weekly Decla- 
ration, and all the other Proſpects ; but 
a new ſet of Enemies to the Royal Su- 
premacy ſtarting up, and the Puritans no 
leſs impugning it, than the Papiſts, and 
the Glergy that way inclined, dropping 
the Clauſe of its acknowledgment in the 
uſe of the Canon, it was not only thought 
neceſſary in 1603. to reinforce the Canon, 
but to renew alſo King Edward's Injuncti- 
on for the Clergy four times a Tear, to the 
uttermoſt of their Wit, Knowledge, and Learn- 
ing, &c. to manifeſt, open, and declare in 
their Sermons, and other Collations, that all 
uſurped and foreign Power, is for mofe jaſt 


Cauſes 
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_ Cauſes taken away, turning that Injunction 
alſo into a perpetual ſtanding Law or Ca- 
non, now the firſt of that Body, and ſup- 
plying its Sanction, which was Treaſon, 
(the Lives that the Reformation coſt being 
upon that Article chiefly) and afterwards 

Suſpenſion and Deprivation in the Clergy, 
by the next, or ſecond Canon then alſo 

made; it is certain therefore, that by its 

preſent Conſtitution , the Acknowledg:- 
ment of the King's Eccleſiaſtical Suprema- 
cy, is an eminent part of the 55h Canons ⁵ 
deſign ; but not the whole, for the Office 

went on as before, nor was any way va- 
cated by being charg'd with a new Parti- 
cular ; which the belief of its never being 
like to be obſolete, ſeems to have been 

a reaſon of entruſting ir withal ; together 
with its Materials being congenial, and 
calling for it as a proper Supplement that 
was become wonted. | . 


Ihe 55th Canon 4 Prayer. 


Another Opinicn that ſtands in compe- 
tition to be the Senſe of the 55th Canon, 
is, that it is a Prayer; this is the prevail- 
ing Opinion, and what in practice gene- 
rally now obtains, and has done ſo as 
long as I remember, moſt Miniſters exe- 
cuting 


make What farther Additions their Pru- 
dence ſuggeſts, or occaſional' Emergencies 
ſeem to prompt as proper; this latter Li- 
berty ſeems juſtifiable by its Practices, 
from the words of its Preface, ix this Form, 
or, to this Effect, which implies at leaſt a 
liberty of variation of Phraſe, if not any 
ſuch other advances, as each Miniſter ſees 
conducible to Edification ; but as briefly 4s 
conveniently they may, does not fo well ac- 
cord with it, in conſidering the Argu- 
ments for and againſt this Opinion and 
* 9 of the Canon as a Prayer; I ſhall 
egin, | 
Tn, With that which was firſt made 
uſe of as the Preſumption and Hypotheſis 
on Which it was founded and begun; 
which was this, That the Ordinance of 
Preaching ought to have an Office of Prayer 
miniſterially attending it; and that fucti 
a body of Prayer properly belongs, _ is 
1 ue 
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due to it as its dependent, reſpecting it 
ſubſerviently and preparatively. 
Il know no colour that the itution 
1ves for the Canons being a Prayer of this 
n and upon this account, as a Hand- 
maid to 2 beſides the Title and 
Rubrick of it. Which aſſigns its uſe to be 
before all Sermons, Lectures and Homilies, by 
Preachers and Miniſters, &c. which ſeems 
merely accidental, as that is the propereſt 
Time and Place, by vacancy in the Ser- 
vice, for it? to come in; and not at all 
deſign'd to expreſs relation and dependence 
on the Sermon as a Body of Prayer, to be 
its Nature and End : Yet this was the 
Foundation upon which the Notion and 
Neceſſity of its practice as a Prayer, was 
firſt entertain'd and contended for; and 
the Merits of the Cauſe on both (ides, 
whether it was a Prayer or no: Put upon 
this foot, whether a preceding Body of 
Prayer, was due to preaching, or no? 
The reaſon of the 55th Canon's being a 
Prayer, being thrown on this Iſſue, was 
the ſuperſtitious Conceit many were then 
come to have of Preaching, which was car- 
ried to that extravagant height, that it 
was looked on to be what St. Paul ſays 
of Love, the fulſilling of the Law, the whole 
Duty of Man, the one thing neceſſary, the 


ſole 
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ſole Means and Power of God to man's Sal- 
vation. the Fancy of thoſe Men who 
* ſeem to make Preaching the whole Bu- 
« ſineſs of the Miniſtry, and hearing all 
© the Religion of the People. ¶Wetenhall. 
Chap. 1. Of the Office and Duty of Preaching.) 
and was fairly ſhouldering out all other 
yours not only of Publick Worſhip, but 
Religion; Prayers and Sacraments being de- 
clared without Sermons, to be only furtherances 
to Condemnation ; nay reading, tho the Scri- 
ptures themſelves, no better. So that as one 
jeeringly words it, Religion was come to 
be 4 meer Preach (vid. Cartwright of the 
Head of Preaching. Hooker, Eccl. Pol. 
Book 5.) In the Admonition it was declared 
Neceſſary, that Preaching ſhould go before 
the Miniſtration of the Sacraments. And 
Cartwright, in its Defence, doubteth, he- 
ther they ought to be called Miniſters or no, 
that cannot Preach ; and faith, That the Life 

the Sacraments dependeth on the preaching 
of the Word, ( Def. of the Anſw- to the Aa- 
mon. p. 566 ) and that Baptiſin it ſelf was 
null, unleſs there were a Sermon before it. (Ib.) 
* Nay, it muſt be Preaching without Book 
tao, (Rogers, Art. 35.) reading (of what- 
* ſoever in the Church) without Preach- 
ing is not feeding, but as ill as playing 


upon a Stage, and worle too. ( Admon. 
] 2 | to 
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« to the Parl.) without preaching of the 
Word (vis. by the lively Voice of the 
© Mniſter and without the Book) the Sab- 
bath cannot be hallowed of Miniſter or 
© People, &“. D. B. Fab. Doct. 2 B. p. 277. 
And the Parliament were petition'd to 
have the whole Common Prayer caſt in- 
to one continued body of Prayer to this 
purpoſe only, to uſher in, and prepare the 
way for the Sermon, with a reſerve of a 
piece to ſhut up withal after it; ( Hooters 
Life, item p.242.) For T. C. called the Di- 
ſtinctions of our Prayers by Pauſes and 
Breaks, ſhort cuts and ſhreds. (p. t od. Sect. 4.) 

A long Prayer before, and another 
after Sermon, being the whole of Divine 
© Worſhip. (Heylin, Hiſt. of the Presb. 
© Lib. 7. p. 300.) Accordingly the Di- 
rectory was little elſe, and 'tis one rea- 
ſon given in it for laying aſide the Com- 
mon Prayer as juſtling out Preaching, &c. 
Contra brevis & crebra Oratio, Aug. Tom. 2. 
Pp. 624. does not agree with this Doctrine 
of long-winded Prayers, as neither let thy 
words be few, Eccl. 5, Nor Matth. 6. 7. 
2 1 
Io this Extravagant Opinion raiſed of 
Preaching, is owing that ſuperſtitious pre- 
judice that is fixed in the Minds of our 
common People, of the preference of 
| | Preaching 


(417) 
Preaching to the direct Worſhip of God, 
by Prayer; fo that whilſt they ſhall dan- 
gle Miles thro' thick and thin to an in- 
ſignificaar Sermon, they ſhall hardly 
think themſelves; bound to move over the 
Threſhold to Church, if there is nothing 
but Prayer ; as they barbarouſly enough 
term it. „ eee 7 

As thoſe who inſiſted on the 55th Ca- 
non's being practiſed as a Prayer, did it 
upon this overgrown perſwaſion of Preach- 
ing, challenging ſuch an Attendant. 80 
thoſe who oppoſed, its being ſo, did it 
chiefly by ſhowing by Reaſon and Au- 
thorities, that Preaching ought not to 
have, nor ever practically had ſuch an 
Attendant in the Church to this end. 
Hooker , Thorndike , Heylin lend much of 
this Argument. | 

Thorndike, p. 183.) „That the Prayers 
of the Church are not in the main in- 
F teat of them to uſher in the Sermon, 
or to leave the impreſſion of it in Mens 
Minds afterwards. by | 
(.) © That the particulars of Publick 
Ser vice are Principals not Acceſſories. 
The Ground of this Hypothefs of the 
55th Canon's being a Body of Prayer, as 
due to Preaching, is originally Anabap- 
tiſtical, (Whirgifr,)) 
13 ——̃— 
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It needs no other Confutation than its 
own Wildneſs and Extravagance. Its 
Riſe ſeems to be from want of due di- 
ſtinction, between original Evangeliza- 
tion, or what is called Preaching in the 
. Scriptures, and our Modern Sermonizing- 
If we allow Preaching to be a part of 
Publick Worſhip, however conſiderable 
and even Principal (which in our Church 
feems to be a kind of Parentheſis only in- 
cluded, obſerved to have been formerly 
diſtinguiſhed from the body of the Service 
by the ringing of 4 Bell, ſtill continued in the 
Univerſities, ) yet to appoint a publick 
Body of Prayer for its Handmaid, much 
more till to enſlavè the whole Service be- 
fide to it, is as deſtitute of Authority, as 
it is of Reaſon. 

If the 55th Canon is deſign'd a Prayer 
upon the account of the ſollowing Ser- 
mon, and in ſubſervience to it, it is the 
moſt impertinent Prayer that ever was 
compoſed, not ſo much as one of its par- 
ticulars having any regard to its End and 
principal; nor taking any more notice of 
the Sermon than if there were to be none ; 
ſo little reaſon is there to look upon it, 
as deſigning any Prayer prepatatory to 
that, as to' the Authorities by which the 
relative Superiority of Preaching to "RD, 
an 


(mg) 

and its Right to be attended. with a Body 
of it appropriate to it, is eadeavour'd to 
be eſtabliſhed, the word Prayer in them, 


either reſpects the whole Service or Con- 


gregational Office, without deſigning any 
appropriate relation between them and the 
preaching. | HH 2b £ 

As when in . Juſtizz Muhr (2 Apol, Y 
the. Tex; is ſaid in the Order of Wor- 
ſhip there deſcribed, to pray, then to read 
ſome portion of Scripture, choſe or aps» 
pointed for that Time, and out of that, 
to preach, or make ſome Hortatory Diſ- 
courſe. There does not appear any rela- 
tion between the Actions, as if they 
prayed only in order to preach, or as ie 
the Prayers were not irreſpective; for it 
by no means follows, that becauſe: when 
Men are aſſembled to pray to, and praiſe. 
God, it is a very proper time to preach 
to them; that thereſore Men meet to 


pray only in order to preach. So when 


Tertullian CApol. Seram. 50. de Lapſis lays, 
Conciones, Commune s preces vel antecedere vel 
ſubſequi, that ſometime ar other | when Menu 
meet to pray, they are to preach ;, that Preach- 
ing is the chief end of Meeting, and 
Praying only in order to that; Or that 
when in the Apoſtolick Conſtitutions 
Conſt. Cap. 4.) Poſt lectionem Legis, prophe- 

| 1 4 farum, 


„ Doom. ,. . bn 
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tarum, Epiſtolarum, fc. —— Ordinat u. 
alloquatur populum verbis exhortatoriis, More 
is to be inferred, than that Preaching was 
anciently appointed in Chriſtian Aſſem- 
blies during the time of Divine Service, 
as juſtly to be eſteemed a part of it; 
and thus, without appointing a particular 
Prayer reſpecting it, by incorporating 
preaching, withm the Compaſs of her 
ger vice, our Church anſwers Prayer go- 
ing along with Preaching in that Senſe. 
Or elſe, Secondly, By the Prayers men- 
tion'd to attend Preaching, is meant, not 
any publick or open, bur: ſecret only, and 
private Prayer. L it ' believed that in 
the flouriſbing Limes of the Church, Preachers 
were wont ta commend ' themſelves. and their 
Labours to God's bleſſing in the beginning of 
their Sermon. Thornd. Rel. 
And Mr. L'Eſtrange obſerves, That Pray- 
ers before and after Serman, were uſed and 
appointed by ours, and all other Prote. 
ſtant Churches at the beginning of the 
Reformation. (p. 28. Aſin. of Lit.) 
Dr. Mehitgift alſo ſays the fame. _ 
This is What St. Cyryſoſtom means (De 
Jucuomprehen. Nat. Dei.) ---Ti yivelo ov 0tnog 
 bpuNins 07ov WM ul i OWeceuypmvy 5 ve or 
Mp vt, M N. What good can Preach» 
ing do when Prayer is not joined with it? 


* 


Firſt Pray, then Preach: St. 


((n; 
St. Auſtin, De doctrina Chriſt. Tom. 3.) 
Sit orator antequam dictor. Aa 81 
Id.) Oretur Deus & Sermonem bonum det 
in os ejus. weld + 
St. Chryſoſtom finds fault with the People 
for heeding Sermons too much, and the 
Churches Prayers and Sacrameats too lit- 
tle; and St. Aaſtin plainly means private 
and tacite Ejaculations only in the Cloſet 
rather than Pulpit; in which ſenſe 'tis 
Ferrarius affirms, Preces ad Deum conciont 
ſemper anteceſſiſſe,' (Lib. 1. cap. 8.) And he 
would be a prophane Preacher indeed, who 
ſhould ruſh upon his Work without the 
previous Solemnity of ſuch a Prayer, which 
none denies, or neglects. " 
St. Baſil alſo gives us to underſtand, that 
Prayer ought to go before Preaching, after 
the Presbyter or Biſhop went up into the 
Pulpit ; but he means not a publick Prayer 
wrought by Miniſter and People, nor a 
Prayer of the Miniſter's for himſelf or 
the People, but a Prayer! of the People 
for the Minilter ; as appears by his own 
Form. wy PRE 109 -- 
Precibus eorum qui Dominum diligunt, opus 
habeo, ut optimi Dei ac Chriſti ipſius gratia 
ſauctus ac bonus ſpiritus admoneat nos & do» 
ceat, quæcunq; a Domino audiverit, ac mentem 
noſtram in viam pacis, &c. dirigat, 
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Which is a Recommendation of himſelf 
to the Prayers of the Congregation, agree- 
able to that of St. CHryſoſtom (Hom. 2. De 
Proph.Obſcar.) a9 uv ve TS EMIOHOTS 110. 
ce So. Nov j,, and Mr. Thorn- 
dike takes notice that the Form, and with 
thy Spirit, was uſed as a Salutation from 
the Leopie to the Miniſter going up into 
the Palpit ; ot much diſſonant from what 
is deliver'd as the Practice of our Church 
before the Reformation, to have been ſpo- 
ken to the Preacher about to aſcend the 
Pulpit, The Lord be in your heart, and in your 
Mind, and Mouth, to pronounce and ſhew forth 
= his moſt bleſſed Goſpel. (H. L'Eſtrange, Ch. 6. 
| St. Ambroſe's Form from Ferrarius (Lib. 1.) 
is a Prayer indeed, but ſuch wherein the 
| People had no ſhate, confined only to the 
| following Sermon, and ſeems to be fitted 
for the Cloſet more than the Pulpit, at 
leaſt to be ſuch a private one as St, Auſtin 
directs, who probably owned that his Di- 
rection to his Maſter and Father in God 
St. Ambroſe , and as St. Ambroſe and St. Ba- 
ſil correſponded , it is not unlikely their 
Practice was conform to each other; As 
Tranſlated by H. L*Effravge (Chap · 6) It 


is as follows? 


Obſecro 


(123) 
FN Blecro te, Domine, & ſupplic 


citer rogo, & c. Give unto me, 0 


Lord, I humbly pray and beſeech thee, ſober 


Knewledge which may Edify ;' Give un- 
to me Elequence, prudent and meek, * which 


knoweth not what Pride is, nor to boaſt 
above others, my Brethren : Put into my 
Mouth the Word of Conſolation, Bdifica- 
tion, and Exhortation, by thy Holy Spiri 


17. 

that I may be able to per / wade the g od | 

fill to improve, and with the Power of 
thy Word and my own Example, recall 


ſach as go aſtray to the Rule of thy 
Uprightneſs ; Let the Words which thog 
ſhalt grant unto thy Servant be as ſharp 
Atrows and burning Darts, whivh may 
penetrate and enflame the hearts of the 
Hearers with the fear and love of thte, 


From which Authorities it by no means 


appears, that either the Sermon was the 


Predominant and Superior part of Pub- 
lick Worſhip to which the reſt referred 
themſelyes, and that all Divine Worſhip 
: | 19 
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is reſolved into a Sermon, encompaſs'd with 
attendant Prayers; or that any body of 
publick Prayer was aſſign'd it as its ap- 
purtenant, beyond à private or intro- 
ductory Ejaculation, and another perhaps 
after it; and I conclude therefore, that 
there is ao reaſon to look upon, or practice 
the 55th Canon as a body of publick 
Prayer, upon the following Sermons ac- 
count, or to think its Eſtabliſhment that 
way intended.!) 
As to the Practice of recapitulating the 
Sermon in Prayer, before or after it, uſed 
in ſeveral Churches, grounded by Hein- 
us and others, on (1 Cor. 14. 13.) it is 
altogether foreign to the Canon's Deſign. 
Faulkner of Litargies, Chap. 5. Another 
Opinion concerning the Canons being de- 
ſigu d a Prayer, is grounded on the ſup- 
poſed Temper and Moderation of our 
Church, who tho? ſhe is Liturgick in her 
publickly eſtabliſh'd Worſhip, and pre- 
ſerves preſcrib'd Forms, yet from pruden- 
tial, as well as charitable Conſiderations, 
not willing abſolutely to condemn thoſe | 
who'think it their Duty to Worſhip God | 
| by arbitrary Prayer in the conceived and 
extemporary Way, and to comply with 
the Infirmities of the People, to cut off 
R oO0ccaſion 
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occaſion of Offence, and as well to win 
over ſuch, who are ſo far perſwaded of the 
excellency of the conceived way, as to 
make the want of it in her Communion 
a main cauſe of their diſſention, as to 
retain others poſſeſt with Prejudices of the 
Unlawſulneſs of Free Prayer being forbid, 
and of quenching the imaginary Gift and 
Spirit of it, by allowing no Occaſions for 
its Exerciſe. For theſe Reaſons ſhe has 
thought it not to be expedient to barr 
againſt, or exclude it; and has therefore 
deſignedly left this her Canon ſo doubte 
fully and uncertainly worded, as by it to 
leave open a door to conceived Prayer, 

and be conſtrued ſo as to be conſiſtent 
with the Practice of it. This Ambigui- 
© ty——cannot reaſonably be judged un- 
© ſeen to the Compilers of the Canon; and 
© would ſeem therefore to be defign*d by 
© them a prudential kind of Temper, for 
© the gratifying all ſober and peaceable 
© Men, however of different Practice in 
© this Point. (Dr. Wetenhall, Chap. 4. 
Of the Gift of Prayer.) 

Of this Opinion was Biſhop Hacker, if 
we believe the Author of his Life, who 
makes him ſay, He thought no Sectary 


* had Cauſe to complain of our Liturgy, 
in 


1826) 
© in regard the Miniſter of the Pariſh is 
© permitted to compoſe a Prayer of his 
© own before Sermon, as already menti- 
© on*d?, and ſuppoſes the Canon only in- 
tended as a Directory for young Men, 
and Notices to frame themſelves a Prayer 
or Prayers by, till the increafe of Gifts or 
Abilities, enabled them to pray without 
it, that thoſe which could make no Pray- 
er of their own Head, might uſe it as 
Cork to help them to ſwim with. Thorn- 
aike, (Ch . 7. Rel. 4 emb. 

Proteſtant Reconciler, p. 222 & 241.) 
© The Church doth not wholly lay re- 
« ftraint upon the uſe of this ſuppoſed 
« Gift, no not in publick, but doth per- 
mit us to exerciſe it in our Prayers be- 
* fore and after Sermon. Item vid. Per- 
kins, p. 449. (Of the Duties of the Mi- 


pp | 

. L'Eſtrange Ain. of Sacred Lit, 
Chap a.) How much better were an ami- 
cable complyance on both ſides, by pre- 
* {cribing ſer Forms for the Desk, and al- 
© lowing conceived Prayer for the Pulpit, 
ſo that neither may poſſeſs and engroſs 
the whole Service to it ſelf, but ſhare 
and divide it by a friendly Agree- 
ment; until ſuch an Award ſhall 
be made by thoſe who aſſume the 
| Power 


* 


(127) 

© Power of Arbitration in this Affair, 
© flender hopes have I to ſee much of ei- 
© ther Order and Edification in the Service 
of our Church. 6 { 

Dr. Wetenhall, Chap. 4. of Prayer) tho? 
he is clear in oy ing not being the Canon's 
Senſe, yet pleads for it by way of Permiſſi- 
on and Connivance in practice, and that 


| Maniſters may execute the Canon by can- 


ceiving or making Prayers of their own; with 
Sobriety, Prudence, &c. as a means to recon- 
cile many good minded People to our Church. 
Dr. Hammond Prat. Cat. Lib. 3.) The 
Church being obey'd in the Uſe of the 
« preſcribed Liturgy in publick, permits 
* ſometimes, and upon ſome ſpecial inci- 
* dental Occaſions preſcribes other Forms 
in the publick Congregation, ſo it be 
done prudently, piouſly, and to edifi- 
© cation. | 55 
Dr. Wetenhall ſuppoſes that Dr. Ham- 
mond's Pratt. Cat. J. 3. ſect. by the Chur- 
ches permitting other Forms in the pablick 
Congregations, points at the Liberties of 
Prayer allowed Miniſters by the 55th Ca- 


non, but he only ſpeaks with relation to 


ſuch Forms of Prayer as occaſionally are 
preſcrib'd for ſolemn Days of Faſting or 
' Thankſgiving, conſiſtent with the Act of 
| Uniformity, 
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 Vaiformity, drawn up by the Biſhops of 
the Church, and recommended by the 
King's Authority. Mr. Mede's Index (Diſc. 
I. on Matth. 6. 9.) ſeems to give Mini- 
ſters, in extraordinary occaſions, a liberty 
of Prayer and Praiſe in arbitrary Form. 
© If there be any ſudden unexpected oc- 
© cafions, for which the Church cannot 
© provide, the Spirit of her Miniſters is 
© free; who will forbid her Miniſters in 
< ſuch a Caſe, to ſupply that by a volun- 
tary and arbitrary Form, that the Church 
© could not provide for in a ſet Form? 
But how far the Conſtitution will bear 
this preſumed Liberty, vid. Complete In- 
cumbent, Chap. 3 1. p. 234. 
To which we may add, the general 
Practice of the 55th Canon by the Clergy 
at preſent, and for ſome time paſt running 
in favour of this Opinion, of its being in- 
tended as a door left open for the Exer- 
cife of conceived and arbitrary Prayer, 
Io this Notion and Practice the Ca- 
non oppoſes it ſelf, Firſt, as novel; unpre- 
ſidented, and contrary to the Practice of 
the Church. The Challenge made and 
publiſhed by Mr. Thorndike, (Juſt Weights 
and Meaſures, Chap: 16.) to produce any one 
Prayer made by Biſhop, Prieſt, or Deacon, 15 | 
| is 
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his own private Gift, in the Pulpit before | 


Sermon, for fifteen hundred Tears after Chriſt : 
The pablick Liturgies were indeed uſed before 
Sermon, but no Prayer at all of the Miniſters 
own making, in which the People were $0 join, 
the Miniſter might himſelf kneel dumm before 
he begun to Preach, and in private between 
God and himſelf kneel down before he began to 
Preach, and implore the Affiſtance of God's 
Spirit in that ſo great a Work, but that he 
made 4 ſolemn Prayer of his Own in the behalf 
of the People, is utterly deny'd, and any one in- 
ſtance in Antiquity challeng'd ro be produced. 
{Wetenhall, Chap. 4. L act! 

Secondly, Inconſiſtency with the Act of 
Uniformity {14 Car. 2. Cap. 4-) which takes 
in the words of the Author of the Complete 
Incumbent. 

Chap. 31.) Note, That from the afore- 
* ſaid Clauſes, it is unlawful for any 
* Miniſter to uſe any Form of Prayer, 
* other than what 1s appointed in the 
© Book of Common-Prayer, in place of pub- 
lick Worſhip; and therefore it might 


* ſeem, that any Perſon uſiag any other 


Form before his Sermon (which is moſt 
© common) is againſt this Statute. The 
* Statute of 1 Elizabeth, Cap. 1. is ex- 


© pounded to extend to ſuch other Prav- 
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6130) | 
ers only, as are uſed in hindrance of, or 
oppoſition to the Common Prayer; 
therefore the Prayers uſed in the Pulpit 
before Sermon, are ſaid not to be with- 
in the Meaning of that Law, nor to be 
forbidden by it, becauſe they are tolera- 
ted by thoſe in Authority, and fo can- 
not be ſaid to be obſtinately uſed, ac- 
cording. to the words of that Statute, 
(Cawley's Laws againſt Recuſants 21.) 
but no ſuch words are in the Statute 


© {14 Car. 2-) but the Proviſo of uſing no 
© other Form, Cc. mult be meant of the 


proper Divine Service in the Desk, which 
is not to be interrupted or mixed with 
any arbitrary Forms of private Perſons, 
bur after the publick Order of Common 


© Prayers is regularly obſerved, and fully 


abſolved, a Pulpit Prayer, preparatory to 
the Sermon, is not excluded, or forbid, 
by this, or any other Law. See Paſc. 1. 


Jac, 2. B. K. the Ring 5. Sparks 3. Mo- 
dern Reports, 79. 


And by the 55th Canon it is thus di- 


rected, c. Let me obſerve concerning the 
Judgment here given of the 55th Canon's 
being made a Prayer, as to the Legal 
Part, 


Firſt, 


ini! 

Firſt, That by way of Conceſſion it is 
 own'd to be againſt the Letter of the Law 
in two Acts of Parliament. 

Secondly, That its Juſtification. from 
being a Tranſgreſſion of the Law, is Tole- 
ration by thoſe in Authority, or Diſpenſati- 
on; now how far our Governours, even 
the Supreme himſelf, have a Riglit of To- 
leration of, and Diſpenſation with Laws, 
eſpecially thoſe that are Eſſential and 
Fundamental to the Eccleſiaſtical Contti- 
tution we all know, and what would be 
the Conſequence of ſuch a Right allowed, 
Stat. 1. W. & M. Seſſ. 2. Caps 2. A 
Thirdly, The Ground of even this 
Toleration by Governours, is its ſuppoſed 
not being uſed as 4 hindrance of, or oppoſi- 
tion to the Common-Prayer, or obſtinately uſed, 
each of which are demonſtrably ' falſe, 
and their contraries true; vis. That the 
Exerciſe of the Canon by a free Prayer in 
the Pulpit, is, 0 C1 

Firſt, A hindrance to the Common. Prayer, 
a Practice of very ill Conſequence to it, 
reflecting on it as an imperfect and inſuffi- 
cient Service, either in Matter, firſt ; but 
that cannot ſo well be, becauſe the ſame 
things that are prayed for in the Pulpit, 
have been prayed for each before; or there- 


fore, 
K 2 Secondly, 


(132 ) 
Secondly, In Form, which is the greater 
Miſchief, looking as if the Church were 
conſcious that Preſcribed and Liturgick 
Service was not alone a ſufficient diſ- 
charge of the Duty of publick Prayer, 
without a Supplemeat to.it from the other 
kind; Men have been, and are apt to take 
theſe kind of hints, and put this Con- 
ſtruction upon the Church's crowning as 
it were her Devotions, and giving them 
their finiſhing ftrokez in the conceived 
way; and it may be but too commonly 
obſerved, that many accordingly, both 
Miniſters and People doze, or gallop over 
the Eſtabliſh'd Service, as if it went for 
nothing, who when they come to this 
reſerve beſtir themſelves at another rate, 
giving all the Signs of intenſe Devotion; 
Which both ſhows an odd Opinion of 
the 'Common-Prayer in themſelves, and 
cannot but breed ſiniſter Conceits of it 
in others; nor are theſe its ill Effects, in- 
direct, or accidental. After ſo compre- 
henſive Prayers, as thoſe of our Church- 
Liturgy, if Men would be ſerious there- 
in, and were of ſober Minds, ther2 can 
© be no great need of ſuch practice, not 
* to ſpeak of the Miſchiets conſequent. 
(Wetenhall of Prayer, Cap» 4.) | 
= - Tk birdly, 
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Thirdly, It was originally ſet up and 
uſed in oppoſition to the Common-Prayer, 


and to thoſe very Als of Uniformity ſuppoſed 


to tolerate it; having it is notorious) 
been originally contrived and introduced 
as a Snare to withdraw the Minds of the 


common People from our Liturgy, and 


an Engine to undermine Men's good Opi- 
nions of the Eſtabliſh'd Service, and bring 
it into Contempt; and if Pulpit Prayer 
had no other Right to plead but Merit 
from the Conſtitution, or even Innocence, 
its Cauſe would, *tis certain, be very 
bad, that being the very Anti- Service, up- 
on the Strength of which open Schiſm firſt 
commenced, which was according to Heylin 


- (Hiſt. Presbyt.) Anno 1 568. According to 


Dr. WetenhalPs derivation of it, concerved 


Prayer, the Thing that is, tho' not the 


Name, is of Popiſh ExtraQion, (of Prayer, 
(hap. 4.) * i | 
The firſt practicer of it amongſt Pro- 
teſtants, bur in a ſhort ejaculatory way 
only, he makes to be Calvin: the Author 
of the Term, Conceived Prayer. Beza ; the 
firſt practice of it in Exgland I find charg'd 
upon thoſe diſguiſed Popiſh Prieſts Fazrh- 


ful Commin and Heath, that came over in 


Queen Elisabeth's time, and preached as 


Difſenting Teachers (Foxes, &c. 


K 3 \ Thorndike, 
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' Thharnadike, Chap. 7. Rel. Aſſemb.) * —Uſe 
the voluntary Conceptions of their Mi- 
niſters in publick Prayers — I am bold, 
to ſend home that Principle to them 
that have moſt Right to own it, that is 

to thoſe of the Separation from this 
Church of Exgland, or rather to thoſe 

German Sectaries that dreamed of En- 

* thuſialms, and immediate Inſpirations. 
Others father it upon that unhappy Patron 

of our Schiſm, T. C. who ſetting up a Con- 

venticle at Coventry, there firſt turned the 

Form of bidding of Prayer, with ſome addition of 

other Heads, into 4 Ferm of Prayer. (Weten- 

hall 26.) which ſays the ſame Author was 

the firſt inſt ance of Prayer before Sermon (of 
the Preachers private compoſare) in England, 
tho ] believe none but that with which the 

 Worls determines, will ſee the laſt of it. * 

Yer Mr. T. C. However a Man of 
great Learning and Parts, and an ex- 

( cellent Preacher — never did, nor could 

pray by Gift (Id. ib.) yet became the 

Author to others of doing what he never 

could do himſelf: praying, in the Con- 

ceived Way, which flew like Lightning from 

Ejt to Weſt, tho) the Queen, by her Injuncti- 

045 and Vijitations, aud expreſs Proclamations, 

ſorbad it; others aſcribe it to the ſame A . 
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but not at Coventry, but Nottingham, ſirſt 
uling it. 919 - < va" % 

Whoever firſt begun it, it is certain 
it was ſet up in direct oppoſition, not. 
only to our particular Eſtabliſhment, bur 
to Liturgies in general; was one of the 
great Cauſes at firſt of our Diſſentions; 
the whole Reaſon of Ditſention, in a man- 
ner, reſolved it ſelf into it; it was carried 
to that height, as to become 4 Doctrine 
generally preached up, that * Forms of Prayer 
* were not ſufficient ; that they are only 
© Helps that one might uſe that is exceed- 
ing weak, as a Child that cannot go 
may uſe a Prop to help it; that there is 
no Man that has any Work of Grace in 
his Heart, but is enabled in ſome mea- 
© ſure, to pray without a Form. 0 
* Preface to the Directory) The Liturgy 
hath been a great means to increaſe an 
idle and unedifying Miniſtry, which 
contented it ſelf with ſer Forms made 
to their Hands, without putting forth 
themſelves to exerciſe the Gift of Prayer, 
with which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt plea- 
* ſeth to furniſh all his Servants whom 
| © he calls to that Office. | 

And it grew to that paſs,that read Pray- 
ers, or even read Sermons, were cry*d 
| es down 


N 
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down as of no effect, and hardly reckon'd 
lawful, (Cartwright's Defence of the Ad- 
mon.) and he wes: wo body that was not 


erfully gifred this way; Hecker, the 
wild Enthuſiaſt, was very famous this 
way for Extemporary Prayer (Conſp. for 


pretended Reform.) 


Lo and vehement Conceived Prayers uſed 
by the Faction, ſad Looks and Sighs (Conſp. 
for pretended Reform. Rel. p. 3.) 
And it ſoon came to pals, that even 
common People in pri vate firſt, and 
then in their Families adventur'd at, 
* and as they thought, much profited in, 
and by Conceived Prayer. (Wetenhall. 
SD io oF vos 725. Ao 

. Againſt which let me here ſuggeſt from - 
Melancthon, (de Invoc. & Precat.) qui- 
dam ex Eremitis dixit nullum eſſe diffi- 
F cilius opus quam dicere precationes Deo. 
It was the ſaying of an Hermite, That 
there is no more difficult Work, than 
to ſay Prayers to God. 


„Id. Ib. Aſſuefaciamus nos ad recita- 
© tionem & utamur forma pic & erudite 
compoſità. | 
Concil. Carth. 3. Can. 23.) Let no Man 
uſe the Forms of Prayer made by himſelf 


without Conference with Brethren that 
& 
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© are better learned. So that many good 
© Men, who knew both the Novelty and 
* Irregularity of the Practice, were drawn 
into it in their own Defence, as bei 

likely otherwiſe to be deſerted and flight- 
ed in the diſcharge of their Function, 
© to uſe a Concei ved Prayer, before an 

after Sermon, ¶Metenhull. ib.) Falling 
otherwiſe under the common Reproaches 
of thoſe Times, of being Damb Dogs, 4 
Prophane, Unſandiffed, and Ungifted Mi- 
niſtry. The Language not only of the 
Preaching, but the Praying of many in 
thoſe Days; witneſs 7. C's Charitable Prayer 
againſt the Biſhops, &c. (Life of Archb. Whit- 
gift, p. 62.) like what Optatus ( Lib. 4.) 
relates of the Donatiſts and Parmeninns, 
That they uſed to Rail in their Preaching 
and Prayers. So that the ſecond Reaſon 
for the exerciſe of the Canon by Pul- 
pit Prayer alſo fails, as being aat uſed in 
Oppoſition to the Liturgy ; ſince it was at 
Firſt advanced for that End to confront 
the Eſtabliſhment, propagated and conti- 
nued to that purpoſe; and has to all ap- 
pearance had ſo far ſueceſs, as to have 
been à main Cauſe of the Schiſms, and 
gives the beſt colour to the Lawfulneſs 
of the Unliturgick Worſhip of our Diſſen- 
F Nor 
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Nor is the third Motive aſſign'd for 
its being tolerated as no Tranſgreſſion of 
the Act of Uniformity any happier, -That 
it is not obſtinately uſed ; for whether its 
- preſent Practiſers continue it in purſuance 

of Order and Conformity to the Law or 
no, yet it is to Ohſtinacy only we find that 
it at firſt owed it ſelf; being perſiſted 
in, in Defiance to Injunctious, Prociama- 
tions, Viſitours, and all Power ſubordinate 
and Supream that Men politically act 
JJ... > 
Let me add farther; That the 1//, of 
Eliz, forbidding all Open Prayers, and it 
ſelf expounding the term Open, to mean 
that Prayer which is for others to come unto, 
or hear either in common Churches or private 
Chapels, &c. brings Pulpit Prayer unavoid- 
ably under the Interdict of it. 

2. That Iajunctions, Canons, Conſtitutions 
or Orainaxces, being declared no farther 
valid than they are not contrary to the 
Laws and Cuſtoms of the Land (Hu Maje- 
ſty's Declaration before the 39 Articles) the 
Canon is Null in it ſelf, if interfering with 

the Acts of Uniformity. | 
3. That conſidering the temper of Arch- 
biſhop Whitgifr, under whom the Canon 
had ſeveral Eſtabliſhments, it is very un- 
nr ade act | likely 
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likely it ſhould be deſign'd to indulge that 
Addiction which was the grievance of 
the Times, and againſt which he writ with 
ſuch Vehemence. | WIT 

4. That it does not hang together, for the 
Legiſlature to be ſo very nice and curious 
in the Eſtabliſhment of the Service, as not 
to allow the King himſelf to alter 2 Rite 
or Ceremony, but by vertue of a Provi- 
ſional Clauſe for it (Stat. 1 Eliz. Cap. 2.) 
nor to alter or change the Names of the Royal 


Family from time, &c. but by a like Pro- 


viſion; and yet leave it in the Hand of. 
every Curate to do that which amounts 
to ſo much more than is lodged in the 
Royal Supremacy, to make ad libitum, 
an Aſſument to the Service, as large ſome- 
times as the whole Precatory part of the 
daily Office. 2 

5. As inconſiſtent is it on the other ſide, 
for thoſe, whoſe no ſmall Objection againſt 


our Service is, That it is too long, to in- 


creaſe the Fault by making it ſo much 
longer by their Pulpit-prayer added to it; 
< --- Urging the Reading all the Prayers, 
© which very much increaſed the Burden 

of it. (Preface to the Directory. 
6. That it the generality of Practice 
has run in favour of the Canons being a 
| Prayer; 


has a few 


(2 Serm- on Eccleſ. 5.)——But as for this 

Way of Prayiag, ( viz. before Sermon) it 
was ook up upon a humour of Novelty and 
Popularity, and by the ſame tarried on till it 
Paſt into 4 Cuſtom, and ſo put 'the Rule of 
eie Church firſt out of Uſe, and then out of 


 Conntenance, Kc. 


5 Id. ib.) For which Cauſt, the old ſober Way 


f bidding Prayer, both againſt the Law and 
eaſon, has been 'juſtled out of the Church 
by this upſtart Puritanical Encroachment. 
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